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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Hub Trail will take Sault Ste. Marie’s trail system a leap forward 
 

The City commissioned Marshall Macklin Monaghan Limited in June 2005 to prepare a plan for a 
continuous non-motorized trail around the city linking neighbourhoods and major recreational areas and 
connecting the existing boardwalk to other walking and cycling trails within the community. The project is 
a cooperative effort between the City and the Sault Trails Advocacy Committee (STAC), a Sault Citizens’ 
committee dedicated to the development of a coordinated non-motorized public trail system.  
 
The perimeter looped trail will be known as the “Hub Trail”.   
 
The project is consistent with current trends in urban communities across North America and is in line with 
the City’s Healthy Community initiative: 
 Walking and cycling are evolving to become a practical, cost effective, environmentally sensitive and 

healthy mode of transportation for both recreational and utilitarian purposes; 
 Walking and cycling are popular recreational activities and means of transportation that are efficient, 

affordable and accessible; 
 Walking and cycling provide enjoyable, convenient and affordable means of exercise and recreation;  
 Walking and cycling are energy-efficient, non-polluting modes of travel; and 
 There is ample evidence that trails provide significant economic benefits for adjacent landowners and 

local businesses. 
 
There is a strong sense of commitment to and enthusiastic anticipation for the Hub Trail within the 
community.  Stakeholders involved in this study repeatedly said “Get It Built” but at the same time 
emphasized that the Hub Trail must be financially achievable and realistic.  Public meetings associated 
with the project were well attended.  Submissions received were positive and supportive of the concept of a 
Hub Trail, which is identified as an extension of the very popular Boardwalk along the St Mary’s River.  ..  
 
The study was based on a clear Vision and Goals statements: 
 
VISION 
To create a safe, efficient, visible, non-motorized multi-use transportation system embedded into the Sault 
Ste. Marie culture.  
 
GOALS  
To encourage and improve the tourism package for the City 
To encourage recreation and health for the community 
To provide a venue for event programs 
 
OBJECTIVES  
Objectives were defined by the Steering Committee in June 2005 and established that the Hub will be a 20 
kilometre continuous loop around the City that would: 
 Create variety in the recreation experience 
 Provide opportunities that cross all demographics 
 Develop a facility that is comfortable for young and old 
 Provide convenient non-motorized access to destinations within the City 
 Create a symbol of environmental sensitivity 
 Provide a major outdoor recreation facility 
 Attain 50,000 users per week 
 Reduce fear of motorized vehicles 
 Make off-road multi-use trails a priority 
 Be Integrated, Connected, Looped 
 Minimize risks for users of the trails 
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 Benefit from finding sources of funding and accessing senior government funding 
 Help to create a Lifestyle Shift 
 Create a four season facility 
 Make it accessible by all  
 Market it to ensure return visitors/users 
 Be constructed to a high quality of design 

 
The product of the study is a concept and design for a multi-use trail which will accommodate a wide range 
of skill levels and considerable variation in typical trip length and purpose.  The Hub Trail has been 
designed for local users as well as tourists. It will serve utilitarian purposes of the local commuter, provide 
opportunity for recreational pursuits and become a venue upon which to market activities for tourists. 
 
Primary destinations are defined: 
 Waterfront 
 Fort Creek Conservation Area 
 Future Hospital Site 
 Sault College 
 Algoma University College 
 Bellevue Park 

 
These locations provide logical trail heads for the Hub and 
will provide parking, shelter, and refreshment facilities 
close to the trail.  The Hub Trail route can be said to start at 
any of the primary destinations.  Mileage markers shall be 
placed at appropriate locations around the route based on a 
starting point at the Civic Centre.    
 
The secondary destinations are no less important to the Hub Trail. Generally they are located near but not 
on the trails and may be associated with primary destinations of the Hub Trail system: 
 Downtown Queen Street 
 Sault Ste. Marie Canal National Historic Site 
 Strathclair Farm Sports Complex 
 Finn Hill 
 Queen Elizabeth Park 

 
The route description starts at City Hall on the Waterfront and follows the route clockwise around the core 
of the City. The Waterfront Trail is the gem of the existing system with separated paths for cyclists / roller 
bladers and pedestrians.  Different sections of the Hub Trail will have different characteristics and may 
attract different kinds of users.  The route is described by the following list: 

 Waterfront District: City Hall to Canal Drive 
 Queen Street West District: Canal Drive, Portage Lane, George Street and Queen Street  
 The Truck Route: Queen Street to Second Line 
 Fort Creek Conservation Area 
 Third Line: Fort Creek CA to Future Hospital Site  
 Future Hospital Site District: Third Line to Terrance Avenue 
 Pine Street Extension District: Terrance Avenue, Old Garden River Road to Pine Street 

Extension 
 Sault College / Finn Hill District 
 McNabb Street/South Market District: Black Road to Cambridge Place 
 Sutton Park District: Cambridge Place to Shannon Road 
 Algoma University College District: Bennett Boulevard to Queen Street 
 Bellevue Park District: Queen Street to Pine Street  
 Queen Street East District: Pine Street to City Hall 

 

The Hub Trail is 
intended to bring all 

destinations closer and 
easier to access by cycle 
or foot than ever before
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Spokes are suggested as connectors from the Hub Trail to the secondary and employment destinations 
across the city. 
Recognizing the desire to “Get it Built” a phased development program has been prepared which prioritizes 
the construction of the Hub trail over the next five years.  Cost estimates for construction and maintenance 
of the trail are included in Appendices to the report.  The proposed development plan is: 

2006 Install signs on those parts of the route that are complete. 
 Construct trails on the Truck Route from Queen Street to White Oak Drive (to coincide with 

summer construction). 
 Complete the design and construct the Waterfront Walkway from the Civic Centre to the 

Public Library Main Branch (council approved, summer construction). 
2007  Design and construct the trail in Fort Creek Conservation Area from White Oak Drive to 

Third Line.   
 Acquire easements, design and construct the trail parallel to Queen Street West area from 

Huron Street to the Truck Route. 
2008 Design and construct trails parallel to Third Line from Fort Creek Conservation Area to 

Future Hospital site (to coincide with Third Line reconstruction). 
 Acquire easements across school properties, design and construct Main Library East to Trunk 

Rd. (to coincide with Shannon Rd. and South Market St. reconstruction). 
2009 Design and construct trails through the Hospital site and Davey Home Area and alongside 

Terrance Avenue and Old Garden River Road, south to Second Line. 
2010 Acquire easements, design and construct the trail from Trunk Road, past Finn Hill and north 

to Second Line. 
 
When complete, the Hub Trail will be a four season continuous trail facility intended for all non-motorized 
users, however it will not be built to the same standards or design in its entirety.  Different portions of the 
trail will have differing characteristics appropriate for the terrain and immediate environment.  The report 
references elements of the Hub Trail according to generalized characteristics. 
 
Multi-Use Trails are off-road paths dedicated to non-motorized recreational users, typically located in parks 
and open spaces, primarily serving recreational trail users. Cyclists will use these trails when not parallel to 
roads.  These can include trails along valley lands, and linear routes that serve the needs of both 
recreational and utilitarian pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
Footpaths and hiking trails are typically narrow single-track routes with a soft surface (earth or granular) 
and are intended for pedestrian use only unless otherwise mentioned. 
 
Paved Shoulder Bikeways are located on roads in rural sections with no curb.  When off-road routes are not 
feasible or desirable, paved shoulders should be considered to establish key connections and to facilitate 
utilitarian use.   
 
On-street Signed-Only Bicycle Routes are typically implemented on local and collector roads within the 
cycling / pedestrian network.  On-street signed routes should be implemented where wide curb lanes exist 
or can be provided, or where traffic volumes are low, such as those typically found on local or collector 
roads.   
 
* It is important to recognize that the bicycle is a formally recognized vehicle under Ontario’s 

Highway Traffic Act.  Bicycles, therefore, have the right to share all classes of roadways, 
including arterials, collectors and local streets, with the exception of controlled access highways. 

 
When a mid-block crossing is necessary, it should be designed in a way that provides advance warning to 
both motorists and trail users of the impending crossing.  Trails should be designed and signed to 
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encourage users to reduce speed and stop.  Grade changes on the trails in advance of the crossing combined 
with adequate sight distances, signing, textural surface contrast, and bollards should be constructed.   
 
We anticipate that one additional bridge will be required for the Hub Trail east of Pawating Place in the 
Sault College/Finn Hill District. Bridges should be 0.6 m wider (0.3 m wider on each side) than the trails 
they are serving, to provide adequate side clearance for the railings.   
 
Railway crossings can be hazardous for all on-road cyclists and off-road trail users and, therefore, extra 
caution should be applied to assure their safe operation.  It is strongly recommended that appropriate traffic 
control devices be installed at the intersections of railway tracks and trails.   
 
Trail Head Areas should be provided along The Hub Trail at Fort Creek Conservation Area and Bellevue 
Park.  Areas where users tend to stop, such as interpretative stations, lookouts, restaurants, museums and 
other attractions / services, are logical locations for rest areas.   
 
Gateways are a key element for the Hub Trail as they add character to a trail and “set the tone” for the trail 
system and introduce the City of Sault Ste Marie as a community-oriented place and create a sense of 
welcome, arrival and safety. 

 
Signs along the Hub Trail should communicate various kinds of information to the trail user. Signs 
associated with The Hub Trail should be economical, adaptable, durable and identifiable with the network.   
Recommended signing for the Hub Trail has been organized according to the following six functions: 

 
• The Hub Trail Designation Signs 
• Way-Finding Signs 
• Regulatory Signs 
• Warning Signs 
• Information Signs 
• Interpretative Signs 

 
“GET IT BUILT” Recommendations: 
 
Recommendation #1: that the City of Sault Ste Marie should pursue educational initiatives 
 CAN-BIKE program developed by the Canadian Cycling Association 
 Encourage all government employees who use a bicycle to take a recognized, safe-cycling skills 

course; and 
 Support local municipalities and other agencies in implementing “Share the Path” campaigns that 

encourage etiquette and safety for multi-use trails. 
 
Recommendation #2: Produce a cycling and Trail Map identifying the Hub Trail 
 
Recommendation #3: that the City should explore initiatives to demonstrate leadership such as: 
 Make CAN-BIKE training courses available to City staff during normal working hours; 
 Create an incentive program for employees who walk or cycle to work; 
 Develop contests among departments to encourage increased use of the Hub Trail; 
 Install bike parking facilities outside of all municipal buildings; 
 Encourage the establishment a Bicycle and Trail User Groups; 
 Encourage a walking/bicycle mentoring or linking program; and 
 Install shower and change facilities for employees. 

 
Recommendation #4: Develop a Marketing Plan for Trails 
 
Recommendation #4a: that the first objectives of a marketing framework for The Hub Trail should 
be to: 
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 Generate interest for use of the Hub Trail in the many opportunities available in City of Sault Ste 

Marie; 
 Provide information about resources that will help travelers plan to include using the Hub Trail as part 

of their vacation in Sault Ste Marie; 
 Promote trail use; 
 Stimulate private sector individual and joint commitment to investing in making Sault Ste Marie a 

trail-use tourist destination; and, 
 Host a major event that would attract trail-users and tourists. 

 
Recommendation #4b: that the first actions taken in promoting the Hub Trail should be to: 
 Develop a pamphlet  
 Develop distinctive Hub Trail signing  
 Partner on other advertising opportunities        
 Develop a series of special events throughout Sault Ste Marie that will attract trail users and tourists. 
 Promote the Hub Trail on local and regional tourism-oriented web sites.   
 Establish a Hub Trail web site  

 
Recommendation #5: Involve all departments of the City in the pursuit of Hub Trail improvements 
 Although The Hub is well defined in this report, the route should remain flexible as it is developed.   
 A part-time position should be opened to coordinate the planning, construction and programming of 

the Hub Trail. 
 The off-road system of the Hub Trail should be coordinated with the Community Services Department 
 The on-road system of the Hub Trail should be coordinated with the Public Works & Transportation 

Department. 
 An interdepartmental communication strategy should be implemented to ensure that all departments 

are aware of the progress of the Hub Trail. 
 All new site and subdivision developments should follow the recommendations of this report at the 

preliminary design stages through to implementation.  Construction of The Hub should be as much a 
part of the development as the vehicular roads system. 

 When confirming trail routes the following policies (from the Trails Master Plan) apply: 
o Use City owned or public lands 
o Practicality of the trail or its usefulness. What would the trail function for? Who would it 

accommodate? 
o Setting or surroundings for the trails. Natural versus the built surrounding. 
o Residential Access 

 Council should empower the Engineering and Planning Department staff representatives to work with 
other agencies and partners  

 Long range planning documents, such as the Official Plan, should adopt the results of this study.  
 
Recommendation #6: that the City encourage cyclists and pedestrians to report their concerns about 
road safety. 
 
Recommendation #7:  that the City conduct an analysis of collision data and implement 
improvements. 
 
Recommendation #8: that the City provide information to cyclists and pedestrians involved in 
collisions. 

 
Recommendation #9:  the City should encourage the following partnerships: 
 Sault Trails Advocacy Committee (STAC) should be entrenched and its mandate made sustainable by 

encouraging rotating leadership and new membership 
 Service club members should be invited to the grand opening of the first construction project of the 

Hub Trail.  



The City of Sault Ste. Marie  
Development of a Hub Trail Design and Concept Study 

 
 
 Although the City will control construction of the Hub Trail, service clubs and individuals should be 

encouraged to contribute to a five-year fundraising campaign led by the STAC.  
 Partner with private enterprise. Encourage low emissions days for corporations to increase use of non-

motorized vehicles. Offer a pilot fitness programs for a major employer to offer employees using the 
Hub Trail as part of a Healthy Living campaign program.  

 Engage private landowners / industries to partner in construction of a part of the Hub Trail over their 
lands. Private land ownership is noted on the plans. 

 Recognize private partnerships with signs and trails named after corporations or individuals. 
 

Recommendation # 10: that the City supports the following programs: 
 Create a Trail Ambassador Program involving a staff leader with summer students who attend events 

and functions where they promote the use of the trails or train users in safety and cycling etiquette.  
 Encourage the already established Cycling club to hold events.  
 Establish a Hub Hiking Club 
 Bike to Work Week will become an annual event.  
 Engage school groups and youth groups such as Scouting Canada to provide a twice annual Hub Trail 

cleanup day.  
 
Recommendation #11: That the City of Sault Ste. Marie reviews the report prior to construction of 
all road projects, prior to establishing the annual budget for parks and recreation and annually to 
ensure that the report is current to the changing needs of the community. 
 
A low-maintenance trail begins with carefully planned design and construction. A well-maintained trail 
adheres to a maintenance schedule enclosed in this document. 
 
Funding Opportunities: 

 Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation (NOHFC) 
 Ministry of Public Infrastructure Renewal, www.pir.gov.on.ca 
 Trillium Foundation – accessible through community groups or service clubs, 

trillium@trilliumfoundation.org , www.trilliumfoundation.org.  
 Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership. By marketing the Hub Trail under the 

Ontario brand, Sault Ste. Marie might reach key tourism markets that it might not 
otherwise have access to. This can translate into further funding opportunities. 
www.tourismpartners.com.  

 Eco-Action is a federal agency that helps fund environmental projects, 
http://www.ec.gc.ca/ecoaction/ 

 
Corporations and residents of the community who are enthusiastic to realize the construction of the Hub 
Trail remain your greatest sources of funds and services-in-kind. The City of Sault Ste. Marie and STAC 
are the catalysts to maintain that enthusiasm.  
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The Hub Trail 
will take Sault 

Ste. Marie’s trail 
system a leap 

forward 

 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. Trails are Part of Our Planning History 
 

In 1987, the City of Sault Ste. Marie commissioned Marshall Macklin Monaghan Limited as consultants to 
devise a master plan, which would lay out the frame work for a boardwalk along the St. Mary’s River. The 
boardwalk follows the St. Mary’s River from the Great Lakes Power generation station to City Hall. According 
to the Trails Master Plan prepared by the City of Sault Ste. Marie Planning Division, long term developments 
will have the boardwalk linking the City trails system, 
and to the regional and national systems. 
 
The TransCanada Trail passes through the north part of 
Sault Ste. Marie and a Trail network connects it to the 
city. A Trail Pavilion, located on the waterfront, 
demonstrates the importance of Sault Ste. Marie as a 
significant stop on the TransCanada Trail. 

 
The Sault Trails Advocacy Committee (STAC) is a 
Sault Citizens’ committee dedicated to the development 
of a coordinated non-motorized public trail system. In a 
presentation to Council in January 2005, STAC 
explained that a trail system will contribute to: 
 “Our quality of life and health as described in the 

Winter Cities Protocol; 
 Our economic prosperity as described in the SSM Economic Diversification Strategy;  
 A safe, environmentally friendly alternative to vehicular transportation to help achieve the Kyoto Accord; 

and 
 Attracting visitors and new residents.” 

 
Marshall Macklin Monaghan Limited was subsequently commissioned in June 2005 to prepare this report. The 
stakeholders involved in this study say  “Get It Built”. The resulting end plan for the Hub Trail must be 
achievable and realistic. 
 
1.2. Our Leap Forward 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide Council of the City of Sault Ste Marie the preferred Hub Trail route, and 
possible alternative routes.  As well, this report is intended to provide 
recommendations and strategies to develop the trail over a period of five to 
six years.  
 
By initiating this project, the City is focusing on the development of a 
perimeter four season non-motorized multi-use trail called the Hub Trail that 
would provide a vital trail connector linking neighbourhoods and major 
recreational areas within our community.  
 
The Hub Trail will thus take Sault Ste. Marie’s trail system a leap forward to 
realizing a connected and continuous spine for the City’s Trail System.  
 
1.3. Benefits of a Coordinated Non-motorized Trail System 
 
Walking and cycling are evolving to become a practical, cost effective, environmentally sensitive and healthy 
mode of transportation for both recreational and utilitarian purposes across North America. It is recognized as 
an integral and necessary component of a balanced transportation system and as an alternative to the 
automobile. In Section 4, there is a description of the broad range of users of a non-motorized Trail System. 
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The demand for cycling and walking facilities is increasing in communities across Ontario. Across Ontario, 
recreational cycling is recognized as one of the top three recreational pursuits, having a 20 % participation rate 
and estimated annual growth rate of 2.3 % (Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and Recreation, 1998). Regional 
municipalities, including Niagara and Waterloo, as well as municipalities such as Toronto, Ottawa, Brampton, 
Markham, London, Milton and Windsor, to name a few, are actively developing networks to encourage cycling 
and walking, and to lower reliance on the automobile. 
 
In the City of Toronto, approximately 20 % of the population cycle for utilitarian purposes, such as getting to 
work, school, shopping, errands, etc., and 44 % of the population cycle for recreational purposes to follow 
leisure and fitness pursuits (Decima Research Inc., 1999). 
 
At the provincial level, the Ontario Trails Council is promoting the 
integration of community and regional trails into a province-wide system 
known as the Ontario Trillium Trails Network. At the same time, a national 
trail system is being developed through the TransCanada Trail initiative.  
 
According to David Foot, author of “Boom, Bust & Echo”, and his 
American counterparts, significant changes are occurring in recreation as a 
result of demography. In short, a large proportion of our population is aging 
and looking for different types of recreational opportunities than were 
typical in the past. The following general trends have been observed, all of 
which have implications for walking and cycling: 
 
• there is a renewed interest in spending “quality time” with family and friends, while pursuing high quality 

recreational experiences; 
• staying healthy through active recreational pursuits is viewed as important; 
• there is a strong interest in tourism and recreational activities that respect the natural and cultural 

environments, and also offer educational opportunities; and 
• there is a pervasive interest in getaway travel where the goal is to obtain a high quality recreational 

experience at a reasonable cost. 
 
The promotion of walking and cycling has significant transportation, recreation, health and fitness, 
environmental, and economic benefits. 
 
1.3.1. Transportation Benefits 
 
Walking and cycling are popular recreational activities and means of transportation that are efficient, affordable 
and accessible. They are the most energy efficient modes of transportation, as they both generate no pollution, 
except in the manufacture of bicycles. The transportation benefits of walking and cycling include reduced 
congestion and road maintenance costs, less costly infrastructure, increased road safety and decreased user 
costs.  
 
The addition of even a small volume of traffic to a congested road can create enormous delays for all users. In 
fact, at capacity conditions, increasing traffic by 5 % can reduce speeds by up to 25 %. Congestion costs in 
Ontario were estimated to be $6.4 billion annually and could grow by an additional $7 billion annually by 2021 
without increased investment in alternative modes of transportation1. Shifting a little traffic off busy roads can 
create surprisingly large time savings for individuals as well as for time-sensitive commercial vehicles2.  
 
Typical roadway funding requirements include maintenance costs, safety and enhancement costs plus the 
addition of roadway capacity through lane widenings or additions. Furthermore, the costs for road construction, 
reconstruction and maintenance are usually paid for by road users through gas taxes. An emphasis on cycling 

                                                           
1 The Business Case for Active Transportation, The Economic Benefits of Walking and Cycling; Go for Green, March 2004. 

2 Transportation Demand Management Strategy, City of Ottawa, Travelwise, Transportation, Utilities and Public Works, April 
2003. 

The demand for 
cycling and 
walking facilities 
is increasing in 
communities 
across Ontario
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and other “active transportation” modes such as walking can result in a reduction in roadway costs since 
bicycles are lightweight vehicles that take up little space and cause little “wear and tear” on a road surface. 
 
A reduction in car use results in a reduction in the amount of parking spaces required. Parking is a significant 
cost of operating an automobile. Encouraging more people to walk and cycle to work could lead to a reduction 
in the number of parking spaces required at a place of employment. Bicycle parking facilities could be provided 
in an existing surface or underground parking lot with no additional parking lot expansion required. The cost of 
providing additional parking spaces for an automobile on a surface parking lot is about $3,000 per stall or 
$16,000 to $20,000 per stall in an underground parking garage3. 
 
1.3.2. Recreation, Health and Fitness Benefits 
 
Walking and cycling provide enjoyable, convenient and affordable means of exercise and recreation. The most 
effective fitness routines are moderate in intensity, individualized and are incorporated into our daily activities. 
Walking and cycling can accomplish this and at the same time provide mobility.   
 
In 2001, approximately $2.8 billion was spent on health care due to physical inactivity in Canada, which could 
be reduced by $280 million if physical activity was increased by 10%4. Our health system is shifting from 
protecting people from hazards in the environment to developing healthy 
environments in which people live. Evidence suggests that improved 
walking and cycling facilities lead to higher use. Increased physical activity 
such as walking, cycling and other trail related activities could help to reduce 
the risk of coronary heart disease, premature death, high blood pressure, 
obesity, adult-onset diabetes, depression and colon cancer. A more active 
population can, in turn, reduce the cost of medical care, decrease workplace 
absenteeism, and maintain the independence of older adults.  
 
There are other health benefits in addition to the physical gains. Non-
motorized recreation and travel can enhance one’s mental outlook and well-
being, improve self-image, social relationships and increase self-reliance by 
instilling a sense of independence and freedom. These can contribute to 
healthier and happier personal relationships, and improve work and school 
productivity.  
 
Improving active transportation methods such as walking and cycling and 
reducing automobile traffic can help make communities more “liveable” by 
creating an environment that is pleasant and safe without noise and 
pollution. This can help to encourage more social interaction within a neighbourhood and create a stronger 
sense of community. Walking and cycling can provide a form of mobility for people who do not have regular 
access to an automobile and live in communities with limited transportation alternatives. 
 
Trail projects (construction, operation, maintenance and promotion) can help to foster partnerships among 
individuals, government, local business and interest groups. There are many examples of successful private and 
public-sector partnerships that have developed as a result of the development of trails across the country, such 
as the Chrysler Greenway through Essex County, near the City of Windsor. 
 

                                                           
3 The Business Case for Active Transportation, The Economic Benefits of Walking and Cycling; Section 4.1.5; Go for Green, 
March 2004. 

4 The Business Case for Active Transportation, The Economic Benefits of Walking and Cycling; Section 4.7.2; Go for Green, 
March 2004. 

 

A more active 
population can 
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absenteeism, and 
maintain the 
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Making an investment to include active transportation modes such as walking and cycling into daily commuting 
habits and errands, and recognizing the Hub Trail as an intergral component of the City of Sault Ste Marie’s 
transportation network, can help to promote a healthy and active lifestyle for the City’s residents. 
 
1.3.3. Environmental Benefits 
 
Walking and cycling are energy-efficient, non-polluting modes of travel. Short distance, motor vehicle trips are 
the least fuel-efficient and generate the most pollution per kilometre. These trips have the greatest potential of 
being replaced by cycling trips and integrated cycling-transit trips. Shifting to these modes can mitigate ozone 
depletion, the greenhouse effect, ground-level air pollution, photochemical smog, acid rain, water pollution and 
hydrologic disruptions, land use and noise pollution.  
 
Reducing the amount of vehicles on the road reduces the number of hazardous pollutants that are emitted into 
the atmosphere by motor vehicles. Climate change is another problem that can be mitigated by encouraging 
drivers to use other modes, or to travel outside rush hours. Motor vehicles, roads and parking facilities are major 
sources of water pollution and hydrologic disruptions due to such factors as road de-icing, air pollution 
settlement, roadside herbicides, road construction along shorelines, and increased impervious surfaces. 
 
Noise refers to unwanted sound and vibration. Motor vehicles generate various types of unwanted noise that 
cause disturbance and discomfort to residents. This includes engine acceleration, tire/road contact, braking, 
horns and vehicle theft alarms.  Bicycles make little or no noise and walking is not disruptive to communities 
from a noise perspective. 
 
Automobile dependent communities require more land for road rights-of-way and parking than communities 
that are not as reliant on the automobile. Making communities less auto-dependant by providing infrastructure 
for alternative transportation modes, such as walking and cycling, can reduce the amount of land required to 
construct new communities, thus creating more compact subdivisions that are easier to manage from a 
transportation perspective. 
 
1.3.4. Economic Benefits 
 
A study published by Go for Green in March of 2004 establishes a convincing Business Case for Active 
Transportation in the report entitled “The Economic Benefits of Walking and Cycling”.5 These benefits include: 
• Reduction in road construction, repair and maintenance costs; 
• Reduction in costs due to greenhouse gas emissions; 
• Reduction in health care costs due to increased physical activity and reduced respiratory and cardiac 

disease; 
• Reduction in fuel, repair and maintenance costs to users; 
• Reduction of costs due to increased road safety; 
• Reduction in external costs due to traffic congestion; 
• Reduction in parking subsidies; 
• Reduction of costs due to air pollution; 
• Reduction of costs due to water pollution; 
• The positive economic impact of bicycle tourism; 
• The positive economic impact of bicycle sales and manufacturing; 
• Increased property values along greenways and trails; and 
• Increased productivity and a reduction of sick days and injuries in the workplace. 
 
There is ample evidence that trails provide significant economic benefits for adjacent landowners and local 
businesses. Trails provide benefits to the local economy during both construction and operation. Trail 

                                                           
5 The Business Case for Active Transportation, Go For Green, Better Environmentally Sound Transportation – BEST, March 
2004. 
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construction results in direct benefits such as jobs, including the supply and installation of materials. Following 
construction, benefits emerge in the form of expenditures by trail users. A few examples include6: 
 
• The Adanac Bikeway in Vancouver was completed in 1993 and bicycle volumes increased 225 % during 

the period from 1992 to 1996; 
• Trails in New Brunswick employ around 1500 people for an average of six months per year; 
• 70 % of Bruce Trail users cite the trail as the main reason for visiting the area, and they spend an average of 

about $20.00 per user per visit within a 10 km corridor on either side of the trail; 
• Annual expenditures linked to La Route Verte rose to $95.4 million in 2000, representing 2,000 jobs and 

$15.1 million and $11.9 million for the governments of Quebec and Canada, respectively; 
• In 2002, Quebec hosted 190,000 bicycle tourists who spent an average of $112 per day and an average of 

6.5 nights compared to $52 per day and an average of 3.1 nights spent by other tourists; and 
• In Ontario, the Eastern Ontario Trails Alliance estimated that at the end of a ten year build-out period, 

construction of the trail will generate approximately $36 million in annual economic benefits in the 
communities through which it passes, and create/sustain over 1100 jobs. 

 
Trail systems can have varied levels of attraction for tourists. They can be travel destinations in themselves, 
encouraging visitors to extend their stay in the area or enhancing business and pleasure visits. By increasing the 
“level of tourist draw”, travelers can be expected to stay longer, resulting in an additional night’s lodging and 
meals, a major direct new benefit to local businesses. 
 
A 1997 survey of Canadian tourists active in the outdoors showed that 30 % of Ontario tourists cycled on at 
least one occasion while on vacation. The Ontario Ministry of Transportation reported that touring cyclists 
spend an average of $130 per day in Ontario, and the bicycle retail and tourist industry contributes a minimum 
of $150 million a year to the Ontario economy. Bed and breakfast operators between Ottawa and Kingston 
report that the majority of their business is from touring cyclists. Cyclists in Vermont spend an average of $180 
U.S. per day, the same amount expected of someone traveling by car. 
 
Bicycle manufacture, sales and repairs, as well as bicycle tourism, recreation and delivery services contribute to 
the economy with little to no public investment or subsidy. In 2002, Canadian households spent an average of 
$42 on bicycles, parts and accessories for a total of $495,600,000.7 The small size of the bicycle results in 
infrastructure costs for bikeways and bicycle parking that are 10 to 20 times less than for the same quantity of 
automobiles.  
 
Increased walking and cycling can provide a number of transportation, economic, environmental and social 
benefits to the City of Sault Ste Marie. According to the aforementioned Go for Green study, “The current 
economic benefits are enough to justify increased government expenditures on active transportation in Canada. 
The projected benefits of doubling the mode share of active transportation make the case even more 
compelling”8. 
 
Clearly, experience from other jurisdictions as well as data collected at the provincial and federal levels in 
Canada confirm the positive benefits of supporting walking and cycling.  
 

                                                           
6 Ibid. 

7 The Business Case for Active Transportation, Better Environmentally Sound Transportation – BEST, Go for Green, March 
2004. Section 4.5.4, pg. 24. 

8 The Business Case for Active Transportation, Better Environmentally Sound Transportation – BEST, Go for Green, March 
2004. 
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“For a brisk walk or leisurely stroll, the 
waterfront boardwalk is the perfect place. 
Located along the St. Mary's River in 
downtown Sault Ste. Marie, the walkway runs 
from the Great Lakes Power plant on Canal 
Drive to Roberta Bondar Park and ends at the 
Civic Centre on Foster Drive. Historic plaques, 
which tell a story of the Sault’s past, are 
displayed along the waterfront. Observation 
and fishing platforms also extend out from the 
boardwalk over the water. Cyclists and roller 
bladers will enjoy the opportunity to view the 
river while riding along a pavement path” 
Tourism Sault Ste. Marie website  

 
1.4. Study, Scope and Methodology 
 
During the first phase, the consultant: 

• Determined the routing and location, as well as design and identification standards for the future trail;  
• Determined the location and concept design of required facilities, location and concept design of 

integration points between the future trail and the Municipal road network; 
• Identified property that will be required for the development of the future trail.  

In Phase Two the consultant: 

• Developed an implementation plan that outlines development priorities and phasing, based on a detailed 
timeline;  

• Provided policy recommendations required to facilitate the development of the trail.  
• Determined order of magnitude capital costs for the construction of the trail, as well as annual maintenance 

costs. 
• Identified funding sources, which can contribute to the development of the trail. 

 
2. EXISTING TRAILS  
 

2.1. System 
 

In the Trails Master Plan document, “The ultimate goal for the Trail was to access as much of the Sault as 
possible, allowing access to the trails by all persons, young or elderly.  Running along the river, the Korah 
Bench and along the Canadian Shield towards the north, give the users the opportunity to attain great vistas, and 
different perspectives on our vast City.” The Hub Trail becomes the focus of our attention as we try to give the 
system a spine from which to grow. The Hub Trail generally follows the shape of the Korah Bench. In the north 
sections, it rides the top of the Bench, while south of Second Line it is located below the Bench.   
 
2.2. Construction 

 
The Trails Master Plan document recommends general guidelines for construction while this Hub Trail study 
addresses specific locations and the construction methodology appropriate to the location.  In the Trails 
Construction Section 7 of this report, some terminology has been modified from the Trails Master Plan. The 

construction methodology is refined to address 
complexities encountered on the Hub Trail route. 
 
2.3. Programs 

 
The waterfront trail is most prominent in the literature 
advertising the City.  It connects the Roberta Bondar Park 
and Pavilion, with the Station Mall, Sault Locks National 
Park and the municipal offices. The trail is an integral part 
of the Pavilion that holds concerts and events year-round. 
 
During the winter months, a community partnership 
between the Kinsmen Club, the Sault Ste. Marie Region 
Conservation Authority, the Sault Finnish Nordic Ski Club 
and the Municipality maintains and grooms over 40 km of 
trails, including lighted trails for evening use. 
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3. VISION, GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
 

The study was based on a clear Vision and Goals statements. These were established during a stakeholders’ 
workshop held June 29, 2005. This report will use that framework to develop an implementation program. 

 
VISION 

To create a safe, efficient, visible, non-motorized multi-use transportation system embedded into the Sault Ste. 
Marie culture.  
 
GOALS  

To encourage and improve the tourism package for the City 
To encourage recreation and health for the community 
To provide a venue for event programs 
 
OBJECTIVES  

The Hub will be a 20 kilometre main loop that would: 
 Create Variety in the recreation experience 
 Provide opportunities that cross all demographics 
 Develop a facility that is comfortable for young and old 
 Provide convenient non-motorized access to destinations within the City 
 Create a symbol of environmental sensitivity 
 Provide a major outdoor recreation facility 
 Attain 50,000 users per week 
 Reduce fear of motorized vehicles 
 Make off-road multi-use trails a priority 
 Be Integrated, Connected, Looped 
 Minimize risks for users of the trails 
 Benefit from finding sources of funding and accessing senior government funding 
 Help to create a Lifestyle Shift 
 Create a four season facility 
 Make it accessible by all  
 Market it to ensure return visitors/users 
 Be constructed to a high quality of design 
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4. TRAIL USER TYPES  
 

The success of the Hub Trail is dependent on the provision of an exclusive and comfortable environment for its 
anticipated users.  It is therefore important to identify the target group for whom the facility is being designed.  
While there is a wide range of skill levels and considerable variation in typical trip length and purpose, from a 
planning perspective, pedestrians and cyclists can generally be grouped according to age, skill level and trip 
purpose.  In Sault Ste Marie, consideration must also be given to the needs of tourists who may use The Hub to 
experience the many attractions and natural amenities that City has to offer.  
 
4.1 Utilitarian Users 
 
A Utilitarian user is someone that regularly undertakes a trip for a specific purpose to reach a specific 
destination.  Utilitarian users would use the Hub Trail for commuting purposes such as traveling to work, school 
or running errands.   Utilitarian users can be expected to use the Hub Trail year-round in all weather conditions, 
although seasonally they may switch to public transit or other modes.  Many people use their bicycle or walk to 
commute to work or school while others choose these active transportation modes to visit friends or to run 
errands.  Typically, commuters have good mobility skills, and are cognizant of the “rules of the road”. 

 
4.2 Recreational Users 

 
Recreational users of the Hub Trail are defined as those 
who would use the trail casually for leisure and / or fitness 
purposes solely.   Research undertaken in other 
municipalities throughout Ontario indicate that the number 
one reason people do not consider walking or cycling for 
commuting purposes is distance.  It is also apparent that 
some feel walking or cycling to work is simply not feasible 
since they “cannot carry things” or there are unsafe traffic 
conditions.  
 
Additional research has found that other major obstacles 
that discourage recreational users from becoming 
utilitarian users include the incompatibility of work 
clothes, plus lack of shower, change room and bicycle 
parking facilities.  As standards for work dress have 
become less casual in recent years, the incompatibility with work clothes is slowly becoming less of an issue.  
 
We recommend that the trail is barrier-free in its design. 
 
The trail is to be viewed as a trail for many recreational uses, including skateboarders, in-line skating and cross-
country skiing, but not exclusive of motorized and non-motorized wheelchairs. In order to accomplish this, the 
trail has to be wide enough and of a suitable surface for these activities. Areas where there are sudden changes 
in grade (i.e. steps or stairs), provisions should be made to circumnavigate these obstacles or reconstruct the 
area with a ramp. 

    
4.3 Tourists 

 
A trail system will provide increased recreational opportunities for residents and visitors to Sault Ste. Marie and 
will attract many trail-using tourists to the City.  Tourists would be expected to use the entire trail, either on 
individual trips or on organized tours. Tourists will walk or rent bicycles, and use the trail to visit many of the 
tourists attractions located throughout the City.  It is expected that the number of tourist trail users would be 
higher during good weather months. For that reason, the trail needs to contain variety of experience and it needs 
to be a direct route to desirable destinations. The trail can also serve to promote local, provincial and national 
cross-country running and cycling trials and competitions. 
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5 DESTINATIONS 

 
5.1 Primary Destinations on The Hub Trail 

 
Primary destinations are major points of interest and gathering areas in Sault Ste. Marie. When planning for the 
Hub Trail route, these primary destinations should be linked and can act as trail heads. Major users of the trail 
are students of elementary schools, high schools and colleges. There are often more bicycles than motorized 
vehicles at those destinations. It is a function of affordability, our driving age limiting laws and consequent cost 
of operating a motorized vehicle. It is not surprising therefore, that two of the primary destinations are colleges. 
 
5.1.1 Waterfront 

 
The waterfront is an established tourist destination for 
visitors to Sault Ste. Marie. With memorials, art and 
sensational water’s edge, visitors are drawn to sightsee or 
exercise in its pleasing green environment. The space is 
enhanced by the availability of restaurants and the Municipal 
offices at the east terminus. The City intends to expand the 
realm of the waterfront with an extension of the trail east of 
the municipal offices. The Bush Plane Museum, like 
Bellevue Park is a desirable diversion from Queen Street. 
The Civic Centre could be a source of many of the users of 
the Hub Trail, either for commuters or recreational user 
looking for a diversion during lunch. 

 
5.1.2 Fort Creek Conservation Area 

 
Fort Creek Conservation area is a natural area that may be a tourist attraction as well as a destination for the 
recreational user. Trails provide hiking and cycling opportunities. Open spaces and the storm water 
management pond create an appealing picnic area. The shelter and parking area makes this an opportunity to 
create a trailhead for The Hub Trail. 

 
5.1.3 Future Hospital Site 

 
The future hospital site is located in the North East corner of the Hub Trail. A school and seniors residence 
make this a destination for trail users. Visitors to the facilities will have the alternative of visiting by foot or by 
bicycle. In addition, employees, students or ambulatory seniors will have the opportunity to walk out their front 
doors to the trails for exercise. 

 
5.1.4 Sault College 

 
A set of looped trails traverse the Sault College campus.  This network can be linked 
immediately from the Hub trail as  multi-use spokes trails and provide an additional 
recreational resource for college students. The site is undulating and affords tremendous 
views north and east of the site from the open lands bordering Second Line.  Wooded 
portions of the site may also be an advantage for a trails system. 

 
5.1.5 Algoma University College 

 
Algoma University College is home to the George Leach Centre, a well used recreational 
facility. On the east is a mature deciduous forest. The buildings front on Queen Street and the 
outdoor campus and fields are on the north and west sides of the buildings. The proposed trail 
could skirt the north side of the site while connecting with the elementary school and Sir James 
Dunn high school north of the Algoma College campus. 
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5.1.6 Bellevue Park 
 

Bellevue Park is historically the central community open space 
and is a focus for many active and passive outdoor activities.   
The Hub Trail links to the North West corner of the park via 
Churchill Avenue and the access to the river vistas behind the 
Forest Research facilities and associated Arboretum. The park has 
existing trails to use for the Hub Trail. The trails within the park 
are emblematic of the Hub Trail objectives of providing variety, 
environment, recreation and connecting places of interest. Its 
expansive vistas create a unique setting in the urban context.  
Bellevue Park qualifies as a key location which should provide a 
trail head change room and refreshment area for Hub Trail users. 
 
5.2 Secondary Destinations on the Hub 

 
The secondary destinations are no less important to the Hub Trail. Generally they are 
located near but not on the trails and may be associated with primary destinations of the 
Hub Trail system.   
 Downtown Queen Street is readily accessible from The Hub Trail by pedestrians 

and cyclists via several short North – South connecting streets. With restaurants and 
retail establishments, this is a distinct locale for the pedestrian public. At its west 
edge are the mall and new 4,000 seat Sports and Entertainment Centre.   

 The Sault Ste. Marie Canal National Historic Site is a tourist destination near the 
South West corner of the Hub. Sault Ste. Marie is famed for its locks which reflect 
the role the community played as an early transportation hub and a raison d’etre 
for the location of the city.   

 The Strathclair Farm Sports Complex is located in the northeast corner of 
the Hub Trail. The complex can be connected via the north side of Second 
Line East or via spoke trails leading from the Mill Creek subdivision. Its 
fitness focus ties well with the Hub Trail’s objectives. 

 Finn Hill is on the Hub Trail. It is a noted toboggan venue and a distinct 
feature on the landscape during other seasons than winter. 

 Queen Elizabeth Park contains a multi-use recreation centre that has 
outdoor activities such as soccer fields and a skateboard park.  It is located 
in the South East corner of the Hub Trail system and has a direct 
connection with its user groups in the school campuses to the East via the 
Hub Trail. 

 The Bush Plane Museum is a unique educational and tourist experience 
found east of the downtown and on the waterfront. Privately owned, the museum operator has indicated a 
desire to partner with the City to associate the Museum with the Hub Trail.  

 
 

 
 
5.3 Other Influences 

 
The established trails system connects other important 
destinations such as schools, places of employment, parks and 
other cultural and governmental institutions.  The Hub Trail is 
intended to bring all those destinations closer and easier to access 
by cycle or foot than ever before. 

 
 
 
 

The Hub Trail is 
intended to bring all 

destinations closer and 
easier to access by cycle 
or foot than ever before

Bellevue Park 

Downtown

Queen Elizabeth Park
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6 THE ROUTE 

6.1 The Hub Route 
 

The Hub Route can be said to start at any of the primary destinations. For this report, the route description starts 
at City Hall on the Waterfront and follows the route clockwise around the core of the City. The Waterfront Trail 
is the gem of the existing system with separated paths for cyclists/roller bladers and pedestrians.  Different 
sections of the Hub Trail will have different characteristics and may attract different kinds of users.  The 
following descriptions read with the Figures found in the following pages. “User” refers to the expected user 
types from Section 4 of this report. 
 
 
Waterfront District: City Hall to Canal Drive 
Existing Trail Construction: The existing trail for much of the waterfront between Spring Street and Canal 
Drive is a boardwalk and 2.4m wide asphalt trail trimmed with unit pavers that meanders across the water’s 
edge, creating a public zone free from motorized vehicles. The trail is separated from the wood deck boardwalk 
by a varying width of riverwashed stones and some shrub plantings. Users of the waterfront trail have advised 
that the separation between boardwalk and asphalt needs better definition. Between City Hall and the transient 
Marina (Norgoma site), a 2.4m wide lighted unit paver trail meanders about 20m from the water’s edge. There 
is evidence of wear on the edge of the trail at this location and between artifacts on the adjacent lawns and the 
trail.  A ramp leads from the unit paver trail to wood decks of the marina. A boardwalk parallel and south of 
Foster Drive forms the north edge of and 2m higher than the marina docks. There are two concrete steps and a 
steeply inclined ramp from the boardwalk to the marina decks. This poses a constraint for non-ambulatory Hub 
Trail users. The boardwalk encircles the Bondar Pavilion and Holiday Inn then proceeds west along St Mary’s 
River Drive and the river edge to Canal Drive.  
 
Proposed Trail Construction:     
Identify locations where the asphalt trail and unit pavers trails can be widened. Where unit pavers frame the trail 
to be widened, remove the unit paver edge stones, add asphalt to make the trail 3.0m minimum width, and 
replace the unit pavers. Add metal pipe bollards spaced 3m apart in line with the boardwalk within the 
riverwashed stones to identify the change in pavement. Special attention must be given to the design of the trail 
in the Marina area due to uneven grades and steep ramps that now exist.      
 
In this area, remove the edge unit pavers from the water side of the trail, add 2.0m of asphalt to the water side of 
the remaining pavers and replace the edge unit pavers to the water side of the new asphalt trail. This will add 
utility to the trail for wheeled non-motorized trail users. The trail may vary in width to avoid trees and to 
incorporate artifacts on the lawns into a paved plaza attached to the trail. Provide signage on Foster Drive, St 
Mary’s River Drive and Canal Drive to demarcate the Hub. In the future, a spoke linking the Hub trail to the 
Tourist Information centre should be implemented. 
 
The steps leading from the boardwalk to the marina ramp are accessible by ambulatory pedestrians. All other 
users should be directed by signage along the south side of Foster Drive to reconnect with the waterside Hub 
Trail northeast from the City Hall. Cyclists will be encouraged to use the vehicular pavement of Foster Drive 
and St. Mary’s River Drive.   
 
User: Tourists; commuters; recreational 
Views and vistas: Broad views of St. Mary’s River from the locks to the west and downriver towards Bellevue 
Park to the east; views of the cityscape, river traffic on one of the world’s busiest shipping canals. 
Special interest:  park setting is a destination for downtown workers during breaks in the day and tourists; 
location of commemorative sculptures and plaques 
Maintenance and safety: The trail is currently continuous. Expansion of the asphalt trail will be appropriate to 
accommodate growing usage in the future. This part of the Hub Trail is used year-round, requiring attention to 
maintenance all seasons. Daily review of the trail is required to ensure that refuse is removed, snow is cleared, 
and sand from winter maintenance is removed in Spring. 
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Queen Street West District: Canal Drive, Portage Lane, George Street and Queen Street  
Existing Trail Construction: A sidewalk is located on the east side of Canal Drive a narrow two-lane road. The 
sidewalk ends at Huron Street but continues on the west side of Huron Street north to Queen Street.  Queen St 
reconstruction provides wide four lanes of traffic and sidewalks. No trail is available on George Street and 
George Lane.  
Proposed Trail Construction:   Acquire a 7.5m wide easement on the north side of the rail corridor, between 
Huron Street and Portage Lane parallel to Queen Street West. This will connect Huron Street with Portage Lane 
behind the current city transit building. The Hub Trail follows west along Portage Lane, under the International 
Bridge then North along the rail corridor. Construct a 3-4.5m wide asphalt trail with a 3m buffer between the 
fence and the trail. Plant trees to provide shade and to define the edge of the trail.  In the short-term, provide 
signs on Portage Lane and George Street to identify the roads as part of the Hub Trail. Signage advertising the 
existence of the Hub Trail should be placed on Queen Street and at the Tourist Information Centre located at 
Huron and Queen. If the street and lane are reconstructed, add sidewalks to city standard and 4.1m wide lanes to 
accommodate on road cyclists. Contaminated soils, if found, should be capped prior to construction of trails 
through this area. Information signage should direct trail users to the Tourist Information Centre. 
Special Interest:  Link to historic canal, fur trade portage route, history of industrial use in the immediate area – 
St Marys, the historic Algoma Central (Hudson Bay and Yukon) Railway. 
 
Users: Commuters; Recreational 
Views and vistas: Vista from the west to the waterfront 
Special interest:  Link between the Industrial West and the Waterfront 
Constraints: Safety; road crossings; public land available:  Consideration for safe street crossing must be given 
on Queen Street where the Hub Trail intersects. 
Alternate: Ultimately, the Hub Trail route will intersect with the Truck Route at Queen Street. In the interim the 
route will be George Street and a part block of Queen Street.  
 
 
 
The Truck Route: Queen Street to Second Line 
Existing Trail Construction: At the time of the preparation of this report, the Truck Route was under 
construction. Part of the 1.2m wide sidewalk on the east side of the route was constructed. A berm separates the 
sidewalk from residential neighbourhoods to the east.  
Proposed Trail Construction:   An off-road multi-use trail would be well suited to the open space. Construct a 
multi-use 3m wide asphalt trail where no concrete sidewalk has been constructed. Where the concrete sidewalk 
exists, add 2m wide asphalt trail to one side of the concrete sidewalk.  A landscaped boulevard should separate 
the trail from the vehicular lanes. The asphalt trail may meander on the berm for interest where the berm is in 
close proximity to the existing sidewalk. This will be determined by layout in the field during construction. 
Consider purchasing land or an easement adjacent to the right-of-way in areas that may limit the inclusion of a 
trail. In the vicinity of the east side of the Truck Route between White Oak Drive West and Second Line East, 
design the trail adjacent or close to the road pavement. Arrange for easements from property owners fronting on 
the Truck Route. Engineering, Public Works and Transportation departments should consider increasing 
pedestrian crossing time at the signalized intersection of Second Line and John Street. 
 
Users: Commuters; recreational 
Views and vistas:  Greenway skirts the residential neighbourhood. Long views from Fort Creek to Industrial 
West district of Sault Ste. Marie. There are views of the International Bridge. 
Special interest: Rail history of Sault Ste. Marie can be investigated. Fort Creek appears and disappears – 
opportunity for interpretive signage. 
Monitoring and Maintenance: Crossing of the rail on the Truck Route; crossing of slow-speed residential 
Queen Street; Albert Street and Cathcart Street will require special attention and warning to vehicles. The 
crossings should be lined and maintained in a distinctly visible condition. Monitor use of the trail.  
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Fort Creek Conservation Area 
Existing Trail Construction:  The Voyageur Trail currently blazes/marks the trail south from Third Line West. 
The trail is primarily a beaten path and cleared of branches to accommodate hikers. A 30m long metal bridge 
spans a vale.  Wood stairs are constructed, but in deteriorating condition, on the north side of the metal bridge. 
The trail has locations where seeps from side slopes keep the trail constantly wet. The Conservation Authority 
maintains a gravel parking area on the south side of the Conservation Area, accessed by a 7m wide driveway 
from Second Line West.  
Proposed Trail Construction: Off- road asphalt multi-use trails are recommended between Second Line West 
and Third Line West. Construct a 3m wide trail through forest areas generally in line with the existing 
Voyageur Trail. Remove as few trees as possible. Split and narrow the trail to circumnavigate trees. Reduce 
vertical incline to maximum 8%. Provide 300mm culverts where required to channel rivulets and to reduce 
freezing in shoulder seasons on trail or as recommended by survey and engineering study where applicable. The 
width of the trail will vary based on direction during layout in the field. Retain the existing steel bridge. 
Regrade access ramps to make the trail accessible to in-line skaters and wheel chairs (1:12 slopes). Construct 
retaining walls to accommodate regraded trails. Reconstruct the stairs near the bridge into a ramp no steeper 
than 8% and add railings where appropriate.  
Construct a 3m wide asphalt multi-use trail on the north side of Second Line West. Construct a Trail Head 
including curbs on the north edge of new asphalt parking and pave a 3m wide trail from Second Line West to 
the parking. Connect the parking with a 100sm paved plaza for group assembly.  Provide seating benches for 10 
persons. Provide bicycle parking for 10 bicycles. Provide and maintain waste receptacles. Construct a wood 
shelter/pavilion for shade and weather protection. Use portable toilets in the short-term. Monitor use and 
consider permanent washrooms as need arises. Construct a Hub Trail Map at the plaza with weather and vandal-
resistant materials. Consult and enter an agreement with the Conservation Authority to construct this section of 
the trail. Purchase a portion of the of the lands or enter an agreement with the private landowner to use private 
lands where the Hub Trail crosses as it exits from the Conservation Authority lands onto the Third Line. 
 
Users: Recreational; Tourists 
Views and vistas:  Wooded trail routes open to valley vistas; City view from Trail Head. 
Special interest: Conservation area provides a marshalling area / trailhead with parking, open shelter and flat 
grass space. Environmental awareness should be provided through the use of interpretive signs throughout the 
trail route.  
Constraints: Safety; road crossings; public land available: Connection from Sherwood Drive to Third Line 
East will require acquisition of private land. 
 
 
 
Third Line: Fort Creek CA to Future Hospital Site  
Existing Trail Construction: Beaten paths exist on the Third Line west of Industrial Park Road. Third Line is 
paved with a gravel shoulder. The City has plans to reconstruct Third Line. 
Proposed Trail Construction: Construct 3m wide asphalt multi-use trails from Fort Creek Conservation Area to 
the east side of the new hospital site, along the south side of Third Line between the property lines and edge of 
curb. The construction of this section of the trail will coincide with the reconstruction of Third Line.  On-road 
Cycling route will be accommodated. At the intersection of Third Line and Great Northern Road, create 
generous landings at the southeast and southwest corners of the intersection. Construct a 20m long median 
separating the southbound and northbound lanes of Great Northern Road. The median will act as a point of 
refuge for trail users crossing the intersection (see drawing). An alternative to constructing a median would be 
to increase the amount of crossing time at the intersection, as recommended by Public Works and 
Transportation, or a combination of the two. The multi-use trail should be separated from the traveled portion of 
Third Line by a 1.5m wide grass boulevard where possible. Provide tree plantings at 15m spacing to provide a 
separation between trail and road pavements. Where the boulevard is too narrow, construct the trail adjacent to 
the curb of the street and plant trees on the boulevard edge. 
Users: Commuters; Recreational 
Views and vistas: Linear viewscapes east and west along Third Line East 
Special interest: Connection between two Points of Interest: Fort Creek, valley lands west of Industrial Park 
Crescent, the F.J. Davey Home, and the future Hospital Site 
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Future Hospital Site District: Third Line to Terrance Avenue 
Existing Trail Construction: No formal trails exist. Beaten paths are evident through the woodlot south of the 
site connecting the site to Terrance Avenue. The F.J. Davey Home exists with driveways and paths serving 
walking needs of the seniors and there are path links from the on-site trails to the Home.   
Proposed Trail Construction: Construction through hospital site should be coordinated with the site planning of 
the site. Three metre wide asphalt sidewalks beside driveways should be separated from traffic by curbs. 
Cyclists will be encouraged to use the driveways. Construct a 3m wide trail through forest areas generally in 
line with the existing paths, but 20m from the rear yards of private residences. Remove as few trees as possible. 
Split and narrow the trail to circumnavigate trees. . The area is rolling terrain and uneven through the hospital 
site.  Care should be taken to reduce vertical incline to maximum 8% when constructing the trail through this 
area. Provide 300mm culverts where required to channel rivulets and to reduce freezing in shoulder seasons on 
trail or as recommended by survey and engineering study where applicable. The width of the trail will vary 
based on direction during layout in the field. 
Users: Commuters; Recreational 
Special interest: Possible park like rest areas at the hospital site. Frequent rest areas, benches should be 
positioned close to hospital and rest home. Interpretive signage can be located in the forested area   
 
 
 
Pine Street Extension District: Terrance Avenue, Old Garden River Road to Pine Street Extension 
Existing Trail Construction: Terrance Avenue and Old Garden River Road are paved with gravel shoulders. 
Beaten trails exist through the private woodlot north of Sault College.  
Proposed Trail Construction: Construct paved shoulders on the south side of Terrance Avenue and west and 
east sides of Old Garden River Road north of Second Line East. Provide pedestrian crossing painted lines on 
four sides of the intersection of Old Garden River Road and Second Line East. Construct a widened, paved 
shoulder demarcated with a painted line on the east side of Old Garden River Road south of Second Line East to 
the Call Centre located on municipal lands north of the intersection with Great Northern Road (interim 
condition). Inform the operators of the Call Centre of the City’s intent to sign the Hub Trail through the parking 
area of the Call Centre. Construct 3m wide asphalt trails between the Call Centre parking area and the future 
extension of Pine Street. Acquire a portion of the property or enter into an easement agreement to construct the 
trail through the private woodlot for the trail. Construct the 3m wide asphalt trail 1m west of the west right-of-
way limit of future Pine Street south to Northern Avenue East.  
Users: Commuters; Call Centre employees; Recreational; students 
Views and vistas: Linear vistas through the residential neighbourhood on Terrance Ave, Old Garden River Road 
and Second Line.   
Special interest: Opportunity for implementing standard road cross-section that addresses cycling and 
pedestrian needs 
Constraints: Safety; road crossings; public land available: Acquisition of private land will be required south of 
Second Line East.  Extended pedestrian crossing times may be required at Second Line / Old Garden River 
Road intersection. 
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Sault College / Finn Hill District 
Trail Construction: Existing beaten trails exist randomly through woodlots on the Sault College lands north of 
Northern Avenue East. Saulteaux Voyageur Club maintains a trail between Pawating Place and Finn 
Hill, clearing a trail for local users.   
Proposed Trail Construction: 3m wide asphalt multi-use trails generally follow trails through Sault College 
lands north of Northern Avenue and along the Saulteaux Voyageur Club’s trails, south along the right-of-way 
connecting Lake Street with Northern Avenue south of Pawating Place and on the low side of the Korah Bench 
between Pawating Place and Finn Hill.  Exit Finn Hill area at a signalized intersection at Black Road/McNabb 
St and increase pedestrian crossing times at the intersection. 
Users: Commuters; Recreational; Students 
Views and vistas: Long views from top of bank to east and north 
Special interest: Opportunity for integration of trails into school campus master plan. Provide access to the 
popular winter toboggan hill. 
Constraints: Safety; road crossings; public land available:  Connection with McNabb Street and Black Road 
must consider pedestrians and cyclists. 
 
 
 
McNabb Street/South Market District: Black Road to Cambridge Place 
Trail Construction: McNabb Street is paved with gravel shoulder. A trail exists between McNabb Street and 
Trunk Road on line with the extension of Shannon Road.   
Proposed Trail Construction: Abandon existing trail between McNabb Street and Trunk Road. On-road cycling 
and construct 3m wide asphalt multi-use trails on the south side of McNabb Street and west side of the future 
South Market Street. Construction of the Hub Trail should be timed to coincide with road improvements for 
South Market extension. Sign section of McNabb Street demarcating the Hub Trail. South Market Street 
requires preparation of engineering plans and Environmental Assessment prior to Hub Trail construction. 
Consider establishment of landings, medians as refuges at the South Market / Trunk Road intersection and 
provide recommended design details at the two rail crossings in this section.  
Users: Students, Commuters; Recreational  
Views and vistas: Linear vistas east and west on McNabb Street. 
Special interest: Connection between Commercial district on Trunk Road and high density residential 
neighbourhood west of Black Road. 
Constraints: Safety; road crossings; public land available: Crossings of rail line twice by future South Market 
Street. 
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Sutton Park District: Cambridge Place to Shannon Road 
Existing Trail Construction:  1.2m wide sidewalks exist on Cambridge Place, Texas Avenue and Bennett 
Boulevard. Beaten trails exist through Sutton Park.  
Proposed Trail Construction: Generous boulevard space on Bennett Boulevard allows construction of a 2m 
wide addition to the existing concrete sidewalk. No additions would be made to the concrete sidewalks on 
Texas Avenue and Cambridge Place. Construct a 3m wide trail through forest areas generally in line with the 
existing paths, but 20m from the rear yards of private residences. Remove as few trees as possible. Split and 
narrow the trail to circumnavigate trees. Reduce vertical incline to maximum 8%. Provide 300mm culverts 
where required to channel rivulets and to reduce freezing in shoulder seasons on trail or as recommended by 
survey and engineering study where applicable. The width of the trail will vary based on direction during layout 
in the field. On the north side of St. Patrick’s school site fronting Bennett Boulevard, construct a fence 10m 
south and parallel to the fence on the north side of the site. Construct the 3m wide asphalt path in the middle of 
the two fences and landscape the spaces between the trail and fences. Arrange signed agreement with school 
board to construct and maintain trail and fences. Identify Cambridge Place and Bennett Boulevard as part of the 
Hub. 
Users:  Commuters; Recreational; Students 
Views and vistas: Views between trees to and from school sites through Sutton Park. 
Special interest: Close to two schools east of Shannon Road.  
 
 
Algoma University College District: Bennett Boulevard to Queen Street 
Existing Trail Construction: On-road cycling route and pedestrian sidewalk on Shannon Road. Off-road multi-
use trail between Shingwauk Street and Mark Street exists informally, and passes through the wooded buffer 
bordering the residential uses which front on Florwin Drive. 
Proposed Trail Construction: The Shannon Road right of way is wide, allowing for a safe shared cycling lane. 
Place signs to encourage cyclists to use the road as part of the Hub Trail. The east boulevard of Shannon Road 
allows for an addition of a 2m wide asphalt trail beside the existing concrete sidewalk. No trees will be affected 
on the east side.  Add 2m wide asphalt trail beside the existing concrete sidewalk on the north side of 
Shingwauk Street. Make the intersection of Shingwauk Street and Florwin Drive into a three-way stop 
intersection to allow safe crossing of Florwin Drive by pedestrians. Pave the existing granular trail between 
Florwin Drive and the Algoma District School Board lands. Construct a 3m wide asphalt trail on the south side 
of the parking for Anna McCrea School. Separate the trail from the parking with wood bollards spaced 2m 
apart. Construct a 2m wide asphalt sidewalk on the south side of Mark Street between Algoma University 
College and Hugill Street. Maintain the sidewalks on Mark Street and Lake Street. On-street cycling will 
continue on both Mark and Lake Streets. Signage will be required to encourage cyclists to use the road. Improve 
the intersection of Lake Street at Queen Street and introduce traffic signals with increased pedestrian crossing 
times at this intersection. 
Users: Students; commuters; recreational 
Views and vistas: Long views south through college campus to St. Mary’s River 
Special interest: Excellent access for college, high school and public school; connection with woodland park 
buffer. 
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Bellevue Park District: Queen Street to Pine Street  
Existing Trail Construction:  2m wide trails exist in Bellevue Park. 
Proposed Trail Construction: Construct a signalized intersection at Lake Street and Queen Street. Construct a 
3m wide multi-use trail through park or add 1m of asphalt paving to the existing 2m wide trail on route as 
shown on map. Construct a Trail Head beside the parking lot south of the intersection of Churchill Boulevard 
and Queen Street (see Section 7.4.3 on page 34 for description). Connect the parking with a 100m2 paved plaza 
for group assembly.  Provide seating benches for 10 persons. Provide bicycle parking for 10 bicycles. Provide 
and maintain waste receptacles. Construct a wood shelter/pavilion for shade and weather protection.  The Hub 
Trail will be signed and follow 200m of Shore Drive west of the park. On-road signed cycling route on Pine 
Street south of Queen Street will be maintained. Construct asphalt trail as wide as the boulevard allows up to 
3m on the west side of Pine for users other than cyclists. 
Users:  Tourists; Recreational 
Views and vistas: Broad views of St. Mary’s River; views of the cityscape  
Special interest: Rolling park terrain and opportunities for rest areas; connections with library and interpretive 
signage 
Constraints: Safety; road crossings; public land available: Intersection of trails with Queen Street pose 
challenges. 

 
 

Queen Street East District: Pine Street to City Hall 
Existing Trail Construction: Queen Street has 3.2m wide traffic lanes and 1.2m wide sidewalks both sides. An 
unmaintained unit paver trail exists on the water’s edge south of the hospital parking.  
Proposed Trail Construction: On-street signed cycling route will be provided on Queen Street. Reconstruct a 
2.4m wide asphalt trail on the south side of the curb of Queen Street between Pine Street and Simpson Street. 
Consult with Engineering and Public Works staff to determine viability. Construct a 3m wide asphalt trail 
through the existing hospital site where possible on the water’s edge. Consult and enter an agreement with the 
Conservation Authority to construct this section of the trail. Reach agreement with the owner of the Bush Plane 
Museum to construct an interior trail through the south side of the museum (see drawing) providing an 
innovative way to bring tourists to the Museum. Acquire land on the waterfront when the lands are redeveloped 
between Pim Street and East Street. Construct a 4.5m wide asphalt trail between Pim Street and City Hall, 
hugging the waterfront.  (Plans were in design process for a waterfront trail at this location at the time of the 
study.) In the interim, provide a signed, striped trail starting on the east side of the Museum north along the west 
side of Church Street and back up to Queen. Continue the trail west on the south side of Queen to the west side 
of Pim Street, north side of Bay Street. Reconnect with the trail at East Street. 
Users: Commuters; Recreational 
Views and vistas: Linear vistas to Downtown along Queen Street; glimpses of St. Mary’s River south along 
connecting routes  
Special Interest: Bush Plane Museum, innovative link through museum building including a retractable 
covering over the trail. 
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6.2 Spokes from the Hub 
 

The spokes from the Hub are important connections to destinations in the city not located on the Hub Trail. 
Spokes would connect: 
 
6.2.1 Downtown 
The Hub Trail catches the east extremity of the Downtown Queen Street corridor. The speed of vehicles tends 
to be slower through the downtown, making cycling safer further east along Queen Street. The cyclist or 
pedestrian can reconnect to the Hub Trail via several existing north-south streets.  
 
6.2.2 The Locks 
The connection to the Locks is via Canal Drive. The bridge over the spillway at the Clergue Generating Station 
is narrow, requiring appropriate signage to drivers, pedestrians and cyclists alike to share the road. The 
pedestrian sidewalks are about 1.2m wide, leaving no space for cyclists. The two lanes of vehicular traffic are 
each about 4.0m. Cyclists can share the road to the end of the locks. There is an existing trail Whitefish Island 
on the north side of the lock.  Safety measures should be taken to erect a protective railing next to the water’s 
edge.  An uncelebrated historic monument and interpretive area greets the visitor on the north side of the 
historic building of St. Mary’s Paper plant. Interpretative signage for the generating station could provide 
additional point of interest. 
 
6.2.3 Korah Road Link 
A spoke from the Hub Trail west along Lyons Road and Korah Road to Second Line West would connect the 
residential neighbourhoods of Sault West to the Hub Trail.   
 
6.2.4 Strathclair Farm Sports Complex 
A major public land holding, the Strathclair Farm Sports Complex combines many outdoor field areas. The site 
has two accesses from Black Road and Second Line East.  A proposed connector trail should be a multi-use trail 
on the north side of Second Line East to the south entrance. A future crossing of Second Line West should be 
considered, possibly in the form of a tunnel to connect Strathclair with the Hub Trail at the bottom of the hill 
when Second Line is reconstructed to facilitate the Highway 17 extension.  From the park building, the 
connector trail should link through the Sault Equestrian Club through the Mill Creek subdivision to Old Garden 
River Road where it can connect to the Hub Trail at Terrance Avenue. 
 
6.2.5 Finn Hill and P-Patch Neighbourhood 
As a popular toboggan hill, the Finn Hill destination attracts patrons who mostly arrive by foot.  The Hub Trail 
will be located at the bottom of the hill. A spoke could be provided on the north side of McNabb Street or to 
Village Court. The Trails Master Plan already defines a secondary (spoke) trail. It follows McNabb Street to 
Lake Street. The spoke follows Placid Street, Palace Drive and Passmore Road. At Pine Street the trail turns 
north to Second Line East where it rejoins The Hub Trail. 
 
6.2.6 Queen Elizabeth Park 
Queen Elizabeth Park is home to John Rhodes Community Centre, a popular destination for athletes in many 
sports.  The venue provides some cycle parking and incorporates paths for pedestrians and cyclists. The 
connecting trail to the Hub Trail should be a multi-use paved trail. 
 
6.2.7 Employment Destinations 
Concentrations of places of employment such as in the Downtown or large industrial zones could become nodes 
to which spokes may be developed over time.  Employment areas can be destinations for trail users if the 
employers make access to their places of work more cycling and pedestrian friendly.  Bicycle racks at work and 
energy conservation programs have encouraged employees of many places of work to find alternatives to the 
personal vehicle. 
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7 “GET IT BUILT” - TRAIL CONSTRUCTION 
 

Trail construction is identified in Section 6 of this report for each of the sections of the Hub Trail. The 
following reviews the construction detailing generally required for construction of components of the Hub Trail, 
which is intended for pedestrian and non-motorized uses.  Standards for motorized vehicle trail types, such as 
for snow machines are not considered. All sections of the trail will be accessible to the hiker, in-line skater and 
the cyclist. All trails are intended to accommodate the needs of people with disability aids that are dependent on 
smooth, wide trail surfaces and gentle grades. Further information regarding preliminary construction phasing 
and costs can be found in Appendix B. 
 
The following prioritizes the construction of the Hub trail over the next five years: 

2006 Install signs on those parts of the route that are complete. 
Construct trails on the Truck Route from Queen Street to White Oak Drive (to coincide with 
summer construction). 
Complete the design and construct the Waterfront Walkway from the Civic Centre to the Public 
Library Main Branch (council approved, summer construction). 

2007  Design and construct the trail in Fort Creek Conservation Area from White Oak Drive to Third 
Line.   
Acquire easements, design and construct the trail parallel to Queen Street West area from Huron 
Street to the Truck Route. 

2008 Design and construct trails parallel to Third Line from Fort Creek Conservation Area to Future 
Hospital site (to coincide with Third Line reconstruction). 
Acquire easements across school properties, design and construct Main Library East to Trunk Rd. 
(to coincide with Shannon Rd. and South Market St. reconstruction). 

2009 Design and construct trails through the Hospital site and Davey Home Area and alongside 
Terrance Avenue and Old Garden River Road, south to Second Line. 

2010 Acquire easements, design and construct the trail from Trunk Road, past Finn Hill and north to 
Second Line. 

 
7.1 Multi-use trails 

 
Multi-Use Trails are off-road paths dedicated to non-motorized recreational users, typically located in parks and 
open spaces, primarily serving recreational trail users. Cyclists will use these trails when not parallel to roads.  
These can include trails along valley lands, and linear routes that serve the needs of both recreational and 
utilitarian pedestrians and cyclists.  
 
Multi-Use trails will have asphalt surfaces and in some cases, they will be a combination of both off-road and 
asphalt trail and the existing concrete sidewalks. Figure 7-1 and Photograph #1 illustrate a cross-section and 
photograph for a typical Multi-Use Trail.  

 
Figure 7-1: Schematic for an Off-Road Multi-Use 
Pathway 

Photograph #1: Multi-Use trail in 
Bellevue Park 
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Figure 7-3: Schematic of a Signed-Only Cycling Route 

 
 
Figure 7-2: Schematic of a Typical Paved Shoulder Bikeway  

 
7.2 Footpaths / Hiking trails  

 
Footpaths and hiking trails are typically narrow single-track 
routes with a soft surface (earth or granular) and are intended for 
pedestrian use only unless otherwise mentioned. An example of a 
footpath / hiking trail is illustrated in Photograph #2. Footpaths 
will be used as the Hub Trail in areas such as Fort Creek and 
Black Road until monies to construct an asphalt trail are 
budgeted.  
 
These trails may often be located in more environmentally 
sensitive areas, parks and greenways and certain types of uses 
may be restricted.   
 
Existing and future footpaths and hiking trails should be 

connected with the Hub Trail wherever possible.  
 
7.3 On-road Cycling Facilities 
 
7.3.2 Paved Shoulder Bikeways 
 
Paved Shoulder Bikeways (PSB’s) are located on 
roads in rural sections with no curb.  When off-road 
routes are not feasible or desirable, paved shoulders 
should be considered to establish key connections 
and to facilitate utilitarian use.  A schematic 
illustration of a Paved Shoulder Bikeway is 
illustrated in Figure 7-2. PSB’s will be used on 
Terrance Avenue and George Lane, and as an 
interim trail along Old Garden River Road. 
 
7.3.3 Signed-Only Cycling Routes 
 
On-street Signed-Only Bicycle Routes are typically 
implemented on local and collector roads within the 
cycling / pedestrian network.  On-street signed 
routes should be implemented where wide curb 
lanes exist or can be provided, or where traffic 
volumes are low, such as those typically found on 
local or collector roads.  A schematic illustration of 
a Signed Bike Route is illustrated in Figure 7-3. 

 
It is important to recognize that the bicycle is a 
formally recognized vehicle under Ontario’s 
Highway Traffic Act.  Bicycles, therefore, have the 
right to share all classes of roadways, including 
arterials, collectors and local streets, with the 
exception of controlled access highways. 
 
The fact the bicycles have the right to use 
municipal, regional and provincial highways leads 
to an important principle or roadway design – 
“every road is a cycling road”.  Bicycle friendly 
roadway features typically include, among other 
things, wide curb lanes plus drainage grates that are 

 
Photograph #2: Footpath / Hiking Trail – 
Fort Creek Conservation Area 
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bicycle friendly and ideally located out of the desired path of cyclists. Where reconstruction allows for a cycling 
lane, consideration should be given to providing the lane. Tourists and new riders feel comfortable in and are 
familiar with a separate lane adjacent to the road and drivers are directed by the painted line separating the 
bicycle lane. Most other cities in the province provide these lanes. 

 

7.4 Ancillary facilities: bridges; gates; restrictive devices 
 

7.4.1 Mid-Block Crossings 
 
When a mid-block crossing is necessary, it should be designed in a way that provides advance warning to both 
motorists and trail users of the impending crossing.  Trails should be designed and signed to encourage users to 
reduce speed and stop.  Grade changes on the trails in advance of the crossing combined with adequate sight 
distances, signing, textural surface contrast, and bollards should be constructed.  Figure 7-4 illustrates one 
example of a typical approach of a multi-use trail to a road. Mid-block crossings of arterial or collector roads 
may warrant consideration of a separate traffic signal such as at Lake Street and Queen Street.   
Consideration should also be given to changing the texture/colour/elevation of the roadway itself (in addition to 
the detail that is paid to the treatment of the approach) to provide drivers with a visual cue to exercise caution, 
such as an application of coloured pavement.   

If a multi-use trail crossing is within a given distance of a signalized or stop-controlled intersection, or a formal 
pedestrian crossing, cyclists should be directed to cross at this location.  The following are considered 
acceptable threshold distances for mid-block crossings: 
 
 
Mid-block crossings are not recommended for 6-lane arterial roadways.  In addition, adequate site distance 
along the roadway is required for a cyclist who has dismounted at the “stop” sign at a mid-block crossing, to be 

Figure 7-4: Elements of Pathway / Multi-Use Trail Approaches to Roadways 
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able to completely cross the entire roadway without impeding the progress of a vehicle approaching from the 
cyclists’ right side.  Table 7.1 provides values for a range of widths and design speeds.   
 

2 Lane 
Roadway: 

More than 60 m from the 
nearest protected crossing 

4 Lane 
Roadway: 

More than 120 m from the 
nearest protected crossing 

 
7.4.2 Trail Bridges 
 
One bridge exists in Fort Creek Conservation Area. The bridge functions well, although its width is less than the 
desired trail width. Its metal web construction limits water and snow standing on the surface. Access ramps to 
the bridge require regrading and removal /reconstruction of the stairs at the north end to make the site safe and 
universally accessible. The city and conservation authority should monitor use to determine if modifications to 
the bridge will be required to accommodate all users.  We anticipate that one additional bridge will be required 
for the Hub Trail east of Pawating Place in the Sault College/Finn Hill District. Bridges should be 0.6 m wider 
(0.3 m wider on each side) than the trails they are serving, to provide adequate side clearance for the railings.  
They should also be wide enough and strong enough to support maintenance vehicles where required.  An 
immovable bollard located at the centre of each approach can be used to prevent heavy vehicles from crossing a 
light duty bridge. The bridge travel surface should be a non-slip material.  Untreated wood or flat metal surfaces 
become slippery when wet or icy.  Bridge slats made of self-weathering steel with raised dimples for traction 
have been used successfully.  Open metal grating, on the other hand, is noisy and provides a less desirable 
riding surface for cyclists. Concrete on a metal ‘pan’ has been successfully incorporated into high use bridge 
designs. 

 
Typically pre-fabricated bridges are recommended as a cost-effective solution, except when crossing very wide 
spans or 400 series highways.  In Ontario, there are a number of companies that provide these types of bridges.  
Key design considerations include: 
• Surface type.  Applying stain grit to paint and using this to cover the wooden surface, adding a “rough” 

texture.  This however wears down over time and must be re-applied; 
• Apply asphalt shingles or Tar and Stone to the wooden surface of the bridge to increase the traction and 

“grip” on the bridge; 
• Place an open webbed rubber track on top of the wooden surface to provide more traction.; 
• Metal grate surfaces are effective also, but they tend to be more expensive and are not as desirable for in-

line skaters and cyclists.  Concrete surfaces are often used for major and more expensive crossing 
structures; 

• Vertical railings should be located on the outside of the bridge structure to avoid damage by service and 
snow removal vehicles; and 

• Cover plates should be used to cover expansion joints.  
 
7.4.2. Railway Crossings 
 

Table 7.1: Minimum Sight Distance for Mid-Block Crossing  
(Bike Path Crossing)  

     TAC, GDGCR, 1999 (TAC – Table 3.4.7.1)  
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Figure 7-6a – Skewed Railroad Crossing Restricted 
Right-of-Way Width 

 
 
Figure 7-6c –Skewed Railroad Crossing Restricted 
Right-of-Way Width with Gate Control 

 
Figure 7-6b –Skewed Railroad Crossing Unrestricted 
Right-of-Way Width 

Figure 7-6d –Skewed Railroad Crossing Unrestricted 
Right-of-Way Width with Gate Control 

Railway crossings can be hazardous for all on-road cyclists and off-road trail users and, therefore, extra caution 
should be applied to assure their safe operation.  It is strongly recommended that appropriate traffic control 
devices be installed at the intersections of railway tracks and trails.  These include: 
• Pavement markings; 
• Signing;  
• Rubber anti-slip pad inserts; and 
• Lift gates. 
 
Three rail crossings are anticipated: on the Truck Route, 
Huron Street and South Market Street. The aforementioned 
traffic control devices should be designed and installed in 
accordance with the Bikeway Traffic Control Guidelines 
(TAC 1998) and the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices for Canada (TAC 1997). See Figure 7-5 for one 
example. Careful consideration should be given to the 
design of at-grade trail crossings of railways.  Furthermore, 
it is recommended that trails be designed to cross railways 
at as close to right angles as possible.  In many situations 
this may require widening of the trail in advance of the 
crossing, thereby allowing cyclists to reduce their speed 
and position themselves for crossing at right angles.  Rubber track guards are also recommended to assure better  
friction between bike tires and the pavement, and also to narrow the rail gaps. 
 
Figures 7-6a-d illustrate recommended options for skewed railroad crossings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  Bikeway Traffic Control Guidelines, TAC, 1998  - Tables 8.1 – 23 to 26) 

 
Figure 7-5 displays a gated approach to safe trail 
crossings at a railway route. 
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Proposed Trail Head 

Millennium Trail Information Sign,  
City of Niagara Falls 

 
7.4.3. Trail Head Areas 
 
Trail Head areas should be provided along The Hub Trail at Fort Creek 
Conservation Area and Bellevue Park.  Areas where users tend to stop, 
such as interpretative stations, lookouts, restaurants, museums and other 
attractions / services, are logical locations for rest areas.  Connect the 
parking lots with a 100sm paved plaza for group assembly.  Provide 
seating benches for 10 persons. Provide bicycle parking for 10 bicycles. 
Provide and maintain waste receptacles. Construct a wood or metal 
shelter/pavilion for shade and weather protection. Use portable toilets 
in the short-term. Monitor use and consider permanent washrooms as 
need arises. Construct a Hub Trail Map at the plaza with weather and 
vandal-resistant materials. 
 
Additional services may include an air pump, shelter and telephones.   
 
Ideally, there should be a rest area at least every 5 kilometres on the Hub Trail.  Typical furnishings to be 
considered include benches or tables, washrooms, drinking fountains, trashcans, information signing complete 
with mapping, plus bicycle parking facilities.   
   
7.4.4. Gateways 
 
Gateways are a key element for the Hub Trail as they add character to a trail and “set the tone” for the trail 
system and introduce the City of Sault Ste Marie as a community-oriented place and create a sense of welcome, 
arrival and safety. 
 
Gateways are recognized by their usually appealing plaza design.  They are also an opportunity to establish trail 
use conventions, introduce sites of historic and cultural significance and introduce themes that reflect the 
character of different areas in the City.  Gateways may also be used to introduce locally significant themes, such 
as the Fort Creek Conservation Area, Queen Elizabeth Park, the Waterfront, or Bellevue Park. A competition to 
design a gateway symbol will provide a method to involve the community. Develop the competition guidelines, 
accept submissions, jury the submissions and, following award, have a qualified graphic arts company adapt the 
winning submission to the signage and marketing needs of the Hub Trail. 

 
7.5 Signage 

 
We recommend the creation and implementation of a sign 
program reflecting the Hub trail. 
 
Signs along the Hub Trail should communicate various kinds of 
information to the trail user.  Recommended signing for the Hub 
Trail has been organized according to the following six functions: 
• The Hub Trail Designation Signs 
• Way-Finding Signs 
• Regulatory Signs 
• Warning Signs 
• Information Signs 
• Interpretative Signs 
 
Hub Trail Designation signs should be used to “brand” or 
identify the Hub Trail. This type of sign may be designed in 
various sizes depending on its intended application.  Designation 
signs may be mounted alone or with other signs at logical, highly 
visible locations and at key junctions along The Hub Trail.  
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Way-Finding signs may include the network logo or “brand” and communicate other information to trail users 
such as directional arrows and distances in kilometres to major attractions and settlement areas.  Way-finding 
signs should be mounted on standard sign poles and located on all legs of an intersection or Hub Trail junction, 
as well as at gateways.  The distance and direction to key attractions near the trail should be illustrated on Way-
finding signs along the trail at key junctions.  Additionally, distance markers should be placed along the trail in 
the clockwise and counter-clockwise direction along the trail indicating the distance from the beginning of the 
trail, presumably the Waterfront, and the distance to major junctions and eventually the end-point of the trail, (a 
full circuit along the entire route). 
 
Regulatory signs are intended to control particular aspects of 
travel and use along the Hub Trail.  Signing restricting or 
requiring specific behaviour is not legally enforceable unless it 
is associated with a provincial law or municipal by-law.  Where 
applicable, it is recommended that authorities discreetly include 
the municipal by-law number on signs to reinforce their 
regulatory function. 
 
Warning signs are used to highlight trail conditions that may 
pose a potential safety or convenience concern to trail users.  
Examples are steep slopes, share the road, railway crossings 
and pavement changes.  These signs are diamond in shape, with 
a black legend on a yellow background. 
 
Information signs provide general information about the use 
and identity of the Hub Trail, as well as adjacent features.  
Signs can communicate a single point of information on a 
standard sign, or a number of points on a large format 
signboard.  Signs at trailheads, access points and gateways may 
communicate a range of information, including maps.  The 
preferred (as opposed to the regulated) use of the Hub Trail is 
communicated through “use symbols” where the separation of 
trail users has been accommodated. 
 
Interpretative signs provide specific information about points of ecological, historical and general interest, as 
well as current land uses along the trail.  They represent a broad range of possible sign formats and applications, 
depending on the interpretative program and complexity of information to be communicated. 
 
Once the sign program has been developed, the installation of the signs should be the first action to 
promote the Hub Trail and give direction to the users.
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7.5.1 Signing Formats 
 
Signs associated with The Hub Trail should be economical, adaptable, durable and identifiable with the 
network.  To accomplish these objectives while unifying the design and graphic image of The Hub Trail, 
recommended signage has been organized according to the following three formats: 
• Standard signs 
• Large signboards 
• Special applications 

 
The following descriptions introduce the three 
formats. 
 
Standard signs are aluminum plate blanks with a 
reflective sheeting surface.  The dimensional size 
of standard signs varies.  Simple shapes, bold 
graphics and concise texts typify the sign 
message.  Standard signs are mounted on or 
immediately adjacent to the trail on existing posts 
wherever possible, or on new posts as required. 
 
Large signboards are composite structures 
generally constructed with a wood or metal frame 
and a replaceable, updateable message area.  
Large signboards are associated with trailheads, 
access points and gateways.  The specific format 
for primary and secondary trailhead signs have 
been recommended.  Large signboards are 
mounted near the trail, but never immediately 
adjacent to the travel surface. 
 
Special applications include pavement markings 
(lines and symbols on the trail surface), as well as 
unique signing formats associated with 
information and interpretative signs.  Typically 
interpretative signs and features are mounted well 
away from the travel surface of the trail. 

 
 

 
Large Signboard near the TransCanada Trail. 
Large signboards provide opportunities to communicate 
an overall identity for a trail.  
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8 “GET IT BUILT” – A STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK 
 
The project Steering Committee was strongly of the opinion that this report should reflect their desire to “Get it 
Built”.    Infrastructure and support facilities for the Hub Trail are important components for the successful 
implementation of the Hub Trail.   A comprehensive effort is needed to convince people that using the Hub Trail is a 
feasible, safe and desirable alternative to automobile travel and a healthy and unique way of exploring the City of 
Sault Ste Marie. Section 7 of this report indicates the direction that construction of the Hub Trail should take.  A 
strategic framework is needed to develop, manage and deliver programming and outreach support services for the 
Hub Trail.  In this section are recommendations regarding: Outreach; Administration; Partnerships and Promotion; 
and Programs.  Recommendations are in bold type and should be reviewed regularly.  
 

8.1 Outreach 
 
The Hub Trail will be successful if it is actively and properly used.  People of all ages and abilities must be 
encouraged and educated to use the Hub Trail recreational, commuting and touring purposes.  Therefore, a 
proposed three-prong outreach strategy focused on education, enforcement and encouragement is recommended 
for the Hub Trail 
 
8.1.1 Education 
 
Recommendation #1: that the City of Sault Ste Marie should pursue educational initiatives such as the 
following:  
 
• Facilitate and administer a safe-cycling skills program for all ages such as the nationally accredited Can-

Bike course. The CAN-BIKE program developed by the Canadian Cycling Association includes a variety 
of cycling courses for adults and children. Visit their website at www.canadian-cycling.com.; 

• Encourage all government employees who use a bicycle to take a recognized, safe-cycling skills course 
 
The delivery of cycling, walking/hiking and trail use safety information to all residents should be expanded to 
take advantage of a variety of other media.  With the growing use of the internet as an information medium, the 
various safety publications should be provided on the City’s website.  This low-cost delivery mechanism would 
expand the potential audience. Another available delivery medium is through transit shelters.  This medium is 
used by the City of Toronto to effectively target a wider audience, including drivers. 
 
The City of Sault Ste Marie has to increase its flexibility in the ways it funds and delivers programs.  The City 
alone cannot afford to fund all of the necessary safety programs.  If the City can bring new partners to the table 
by initiating a Bicycle Safety Partnership, it can use its resources to encourage an on-going public/private 
partnership on trail safety.  Insurance companies, bicycle manufacturers, police, driver trainers, health care 
professionals and numerous other organizations all have a vested interest in trail safety.   
By inviting these stakeholders to work together and to pool resources and expertise, safety programs can be 
developed and implemented that would be beyond the resources of any one organization.  An active Bicycle 
Safety Partnership would result in an increase in effective bicycle safety programming throughout Sault Ste 
Marie. 
 
A multi-faceted communications strategy is also recommended to expand outreach into the community.  The 
communication strategy should address both the content of the message itself and how that message is 
delivered.  The City needs to develop a multi-media public education campaign that would expand its reach.  By 
developing television public service announcements and instructional videos for various trail user groups, the 
City would more effectively communicate safety messages to the whole community.  The intent is to have 
bicycle safety information accessible to a wide variety of audiences. 
 
8.1.2 Encouragement 
 
Recommendation #2: Produce a cycling and Trail Map identifying the Hub Trail 
Producing a cycling and trail map for the City of Sault Ste Marie is the first step in encouraging and promoting 
regular use of the proposed Hub Trail.  The map should identify all existing on and off-road trail and cycling 
facilities in the City as well as the alignment of The Hub Trail, illustrating the distance between key points on 
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the trail.   Such a map would greatly assist local and visiting trail users to determine their own routes and could 
be provided at strategic destinations and access points along the trail. The plan attached shows potential 1km 
marker locations. 
 
A way-finding sign plan should also be developed for the Hub Trail that identifies key destinations and 
attractions as well as rest stations and bike shops and tour operators where bikes can be rented and/or serviced, 
provide information on proper trail etiquette as well as contacts for additional information.  Signs should be 
provided at key junctions along the trail that indicate the direction and distance to other key destinations 
throughout the City of Sault Ste Marie in close proximity to the Hub Trail, such as the Lock, Algoma College 
and the Strathclair Farm Sports Complex. 
 
Encouraging the use of The Hub and other trails and on-road facilities for everyday transportation is an effort 
that will require more resources and influence than those of the City alone.  Every employer has a role to play in 
encouraging and supporting trail use among its own work force.  The City of Sault Ste Marie must also play an 
important leadership role in encouraging and supporting the City’s many other employers in participating in this 
initiative.  To be a credible leader, the City must do much more than encourage others; it must lead by example.   
 
Recommendation #3: that the City should explore initiatives to demonstrate leadership such as: 
• Making CAN-BIKE training courses available to City staff during normal working hours, to minimize the 

risk associated with using a bicycle during the workday and to enhance the cycling skills necessary to 
commute safely by bicycle; 

• Creating an incentive program for employees who walk or cycle to work; 
• Developing contests among departments to encourage increased use of the Hub Trail; 
• Installing bike parking facilities outside of all municipal buildings (police stations, parks and recreation 

centres) and indoor parking facilities wherever possible and encouraging bike parking facilities at 
commercial buildings; 

• Encouraging the establishment a Bicycle and Trail User Groups to promote and lobby for pedestrian and 
bicycle friendly workplaces; 

• Encouraging a walking/bicycle mentoring or linking program (so cyclists can find a colleague with whom 
they can ride or walk to work);  

• Installing shower and change facilities for employees; and 
• Reconsider existing policy directives concerning pavement markings and establishment of bicycle lanes.  
 
8.1.3. Marketing the Trail 
 
Recommendation #4: Develop a Marketing Plan for Trails 
In developing a marketing plan to promote use of the Hub Trail for 
recreational, commuter and tourist use, the City of Sault Ste. Marie has 
some excellent examples to follow.  During the past decade, several 
Canadian and American jurisdictions have successfully marketed 
themselves as destinations for cycling and trail-use tourists, including 
the cities of Toronto and Vancouver and the states of Vermont and 
Wisconsin.  New York State is currently undertaking initiatives to 
position itself as a premier cycling destination as well.  An opportunity 
exists for Sault Ste. Marie to complement these other efforts by focusing 
promotional efforts in association or parallel with much larger jurisdictions and organizations, including the 
City of Ottawa, Province of Ontario, Eastern Ontario Trails Alliance, Province of Quebec, and New York State.     
 
The goal of a Sault Ste Marie-focused marketing strategy should generate more business for the local businesses 
by increasing trail-use tourism.  The effort should also effectively “create” trail-tourists and guide them to 
routes and attractions that will ensure a positive experience, promote good word-of-mouth referrals, increase 
longer stays, and encourage return visits. 
 
To its advantage, Sault Ste Marie has a well-known tourist market because of its proximity to the U.S.A. 
international border into the state of Michigan. The City’s numerous natural areas, waterfront/shorelines, parks, 
cultural establishments, and local and regional historic sites provide the experiences that both casual and 

The goal of a Sault 
Ste. Marie-focused 
marketing strategy 
should effectively 

“create” 
trail-tourists 
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experienced users seek.  Promoting the complete “Sault Ste Marie Hub Trail” experience should form the 
cornerstone of any tourism marketing effort undertaken in the study area, as should linkages to other known 
trails in the City.  
 
It should be recognized that any efforts by the City to increase its share of the trail tourism market will be 
limited if it does not work in partnership with the private sector.  In regions where trail-based tourism has 
flourished, government efforts have been greatly enhanced by the involvement of the private sector.  Two 
excellent examples include: 
 
• Mont Tremblant, Quebec, where the Province, a number of private resort operators, local snowmobile 

clubs, commercial sports equipment sale and rental businesses, plus the local municipality have joined 
forces to fund the development, maintenance and promotion of an extensive trail system.  This system joins 
the Mont Tremblant ski resort to the Village of Mont Tremblant as well as other area trails, and is used for 
year round recreational activities including cycling.      

 
• The Eastern Ontario Trails Alliance (EOTA) is an organization that was incorporated in 1999 under the 

mandate provided to it by the Province Ontario and various Municipal Corporations of Eastern Ontario.  
Their goals and objectives as stated below could easily be adapted as a starting point for the City of Sault 
Ste Marie. 

 
- “The preservation of the continuity of the Corridors for Tourism and other economic uses”. 
- “The management of the corridors as a multi-use facility, representing the interest of recreational users, 

adjoining landowners and other interested groups.” 
- “The development of the Corridors as a recreational attraction contributing to the tourism and economy 

of the Eastern Ontario Region.” 
- “The preservation and enhancement of natural and human heritage along the Corridors.”   

 
Thanks to funding sources and partners, the EOTA has completed an inventory of abandoned rail lines and 
existing trails, an overall strategic Master Plan, and a management plan for future operation; has an active 
involvement with landowners, and has developed an ongoing maintenance and marketing program for the trails 
network; has identified economic opportunities relating to trails and tourism; and has produced a tourism trails 
map and internet web site.  There are currently more than 35 private sector partners involved in the Eastern 
Ontario Trails Alliance. 
 
8.1.4. Marketing Objectives 
 
Recommendation #4a: that the first objectives of a marketing framework for The Hub Trail should be to:  
• Generate interest for use of the Hub Trail in the many opportunities available in City of Sault Ste Marie; 
• Provide information about resources that will help travelers plan to include using the Hub Trail as part of 

their vacation in Sault Ste Marie; 
• Promote trail-use, in association with other partners such as area walking, hiking and cycling clubs and 

organizations, tourist boards, bicycle tourism operators in Ontario, with a message that indicates Sault Ste 
Marie is an area where trail users are welcome, where support facilities exist, and where road and traffic 
conditions provide for a safe and positive walking/cycling experience; 

• Stimulate private sector individual and joint commitment to investing in making Sault Ste Marie a trail-use 
tourist destination; and, 

• Host a major event that would attract trail-users and tourists. 
 
8.1.5. Approaches to Market Sault Ste Marie as a Trail Tourist Destination 
 
Recommendation #4b: that the first actions taken in promoting The Hub Trail should be to: 
• Develop a pamphlet advertising the City as a trail-use tourist destination which includes a map showing 

The Hub Trail, and the location of commercial accommodation establishments, food and beverage outlets, 
attractions, bicycle repair and rental shops.  

• Develop distinctive Hub Trail signage that attracts tourists to areas where they can access accommodation, 
food and beverages, attractions and other services. 
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• Partner on other advertising opportunities such as, Ontario Tourism Publications, and local Destination 
Marketing Organization publications.        

• Develop a series of special events throughout Sault Ste Marie that will attract trail users and tourists. 
• Promote the Hub Trail on local and regional tourism-oriented web sites.  Many tourists want to explore the 

areas they visit, many on foot and/or by bike, and therefore they use regional and local municipal web sites 
as sources of information when planning their trips. 

• Establish a Hub Trail web site that can be linked to the local and regional tourism-oriented web sites.  
 
8.2 Administration 

8.2.1 General 
 
Recommendation #5: Involve all departments of the City in the pursuit of Hub Trail improvements 
 Although The Hub is well defined in this report, the route should remain flexible as it is developed.  

Alternate routes are provided on the plan to invite opportunities to realign the route in the future as private 
land holdings allow easements or as new road and traffic patterns emerge in the City. The Planning 
Department should look for opportunities for developing the Hub Trail when development applications are 
received. Site Plans and Plans of Subdivision should be reviewed for access to or inclusive of the Hub 
Trail.  The Hub Trail or spokes through subdivisions will be the responsibility of the applicant to construct.  

 A part-time position should be opened to coordinate the planning, construction and programming of the 
Hub Trail. The position should be held in the Planning Department, Community Services or Public Works 
& Transportation Departments of the City. 

 The off-road system of the Hub Trail should be coordinated with the Community Services Department 
 The on-road system of the Hub Trail should be coordinated with the Public Works & Transportation 

Department. 
 An interdepartmental communication strategy should be implemented to ensure that all departments are 

aware of the progress of the Hub Trail. 
 All new site and subdivision developments should follow the recommendations of this report at the 

preliminary design stages through to implementation.  Construction of The Hub should be as much a part of 
the development as the vehicular roads system. 

 When confirming trail routes the following policies (from the Trails Master Plan) apply: 
o Use City owned or public lands 
o Practicality of the trail or its usefulness. What would the trail function for? Who would it 

accommodate? 
o Setting or surroundings for the trails. Natural versus the built surrounding. 
o Residential Access 

 Council should empower the Engineering and Planning Department staff representative to work with other 
agencies and partners  

 Long range planning documents, such as the Official Plan, should adopt the results of this study.  
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8.2.2 Policy Areas  
 
Active Recreation (Walking, Cycling) Related Sections in the Sault Ste. Marie Official Plan  
 
Section Existing Text Proposed Additional Policy or Area  
Part IV 
Social 
Development  
 

Goals: 
 “…this plan focuses on leisure, and 
recreational, cultural, heritage, and housing 
policies.” 
 
Policy Direction: 
Design streets and places and facilities to be 
safe, active, and accessible to all. 

 
 
 
 
Modify text to include reference to trails: 
Add text:  
to encourage all users of streets and trails to 
share places and facilities in a safe manner.  

Leisure and 
Recreation  
 

L.R. 1  
Promote the value of recreation and leisure 
to the health and quality of life; and develop 
diverse recreation opportunities for citizens 
and visitors. 
L.R. 4 
A waterfront parks system shall be 
developed based on: 

• consolidating continuous public 
access to the waterfront 

• providing connections to other 
facilities in the city 

• ensuring the fullest utilization of the 
feature 

• designing movement along the area 
at the pedestrian and cyclist level. 

 
L.R. 6  
Inequalities of access within the parks 
system should be eliminated.  The open 
space system should be integrated for linear 
recreational opportunities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L.R. 10  Both public and private sector 
landowners should be engaged and 
encouraged to promote the development, use, 
and maintenance of multi-use non-motorized 
trail facilities. 
 
L.R. 11  Create appropriate facilities at 
designated trail head areas to facilitate public 
use of trails.  

Urban Design D 9  
Pedestrian and cycling access to parks, bus 
stops and schools shall be encouraged. 

 
Promote access to facilities via non-motorized 
trail systems wherever feasible. 

Parks and 
Recreation 

P1 
The following linear recreation systems are 
identified: 

• waterfront 
• creek lands and escarpment plain on 

western escarpment  
• Black Road Trail 

 
 
 
 
 
Add  

• The Hub Trail 
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Transportation  TR 6.2 

Pedestrian travel shall be encouraged by the 
City.  In new development or 
redevelopment, the City will emphasize the 
creation of 
pedestrian-friendly environments and where 
feasible, the City will require that all new 
development or redevelopment provide 
walking facilities. This may include, for 
example providing safe, direct and attractive 
pedestrian access between Public sidewalks, 
transit and building entrances (i.e. 
commercial, residential, industrial and 
institutional). Sidewalks and walkways shall 
be used to separate pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic and 
should be maintained in a manner which 
encourages year round use. 
Sidewalks shall be required on arterial and 
collector streets, on both sides of the street 
where appropriate.  Sidewalks will be 
encouraged on at least one side of local 
streets in new residential developments 
where appropriate. 
 
TR 6.3 
On and Off Road Bicycle Routes and 
facilities shall be encouraged and developed. 
Existing facilities and expansions to the 
system shall be 
identified in the Cycling Master Plan, and 
will be incorporated into the City's overall 
transportation system The city will require, 
where feasible, that all new development or 
redevelopment provide cycling facilities. 
This 
may include bicycle parking spaces that are 
located in highly visible and lighted areas 
and sheltered from weather. 
 
TR 6.4  
A Recreational Transportation System shall 
be developed by a comprehensive system of 
multi-use, shared trails throughout the city.  
The 
trail system will enhance recreational and 
economic opportunities. The system shall be 
considered as part of the development 
approval process for dedication of space, 
lands or right-of-ways.  The City shall 
actively cooperate with senior levels of 
government and non-profit volunteer groups 
to expand the multi-use trail network. 

Add: 
To develop and maintain multi-use non-
motorized trail facilities which will attract new 
residents and support the growth of natural 
environment tourism. 
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8.2.3 Enforcement 
 
Recommendation #6: that the City encourage cyclists / pedestrians to report concerns about road safety. 
 
Recommendation #7:  that the City conduct an analysis of collision data and implement improvements. 
 
Recommendation #8: that the City provide information to cyclists and pedestrians involved in collisions. 
 
Creating a safer environment where people can use The Hub Trail without fear of injury goes beyond injury 
prevention programs and engineering.  There is a real need to respond to collisions and fatalities in a way that 
mitigates the factors that lead to a collision.   This can be done in three ways.  The City can begin by 
encouraging cyclists and pedestrians to report their concerns about road safety.   
 
Secondly, analysis of collision data should be undertaken by the City’s Police Service staff to identify and then 
implement improvements in infrastructure, education and enforcement programs.  Finally, the Sault Ste. Marie 
Police Service should provide information to cyclists and pedestrians involved in collisions.  By establishing a 
protocol to respond to these collisions, the City can improve the environment along The Hub Trail. 
 
By assessing cyclist and pedestrian collisions, the City can evaluate its programs to ensure that they are 
responding to the root causes of collisions. A proposed format to assess collisions involves establishing a multi-
disciplinary team involving City staff, including traffic engineering, police service and ambulance personnel.  
This team could set up a process whereby collision data is routinely analyzed and shared with all agencies 
concerned.   
 
This review will also serve as a mechanism to exchange information among groups and Departments working 
on trail safety.  This exchange should allow City staff to identify trends, and to work co-operatively on existing 
or new initiatives.   

  
8.3 Partnerships and Promotion 

 
Recommendation #9:  the City should encourage the following partnerships:  

 
 Sault Trails Advocacy Committee (STAC) should be entrenched and its mandate made sustainable by 

encouraging rotating leadership and new membership 
 Service club members should be invited to the grand opening of the first construction project of the Hub 

Trail. This is expected to be the Truck Route. At that event, the newest partners in the Hub Trail should be 
announced and presented. Media should be invited to attend the event and a short article or news release 
written for the media. 

 Although the City will control construction of the Hub Trail, service clubs and individuals should be 
encouraged to contribute to a five-year fundraising campaign led by the STAC. The campaign should offer 
the dedication of metres of trail or trees or benches.  A marketing list of projects or items should be created 
and provided in a brochure distributed at the entry foyer of the City Hall and at commercial premises that 
are willing partners.  

 Partner with private enterprise. Encourage low emissions days for corporations to increase use of non-
motorized vehicles. Offer a pilot fitness programs for a major employer to offer employees using the Hub 
Trail as part of a Healthy Living campaign program.  

 Engage private landowners / industries to partner in construction of a part of the Hub Trail over their lands. 
Private land ownership is noted on the plans. 

 Recognize private partnerships with signs and trails named after corporations or individuals. 
 

8.4 Programs 
 

Recommendation # 10: that the City supports the following programs: 
 
 Create a Trail Ambassador Program involving a staff leader with summer students who attend events and 

functions where they promote the use of the trails or train users in safety and cycling etiquette. 
Ambassadors can be used to promote the route, distributing brochures or giving school classroom 
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presentations. The Ambassadors can also act as patrols, assisting users, picking up debris and establishing a 
regular presence on The Hub, as well as statistically monitoring trail use at various times in key areas and 
reporting their findings to the city. 

 Encourage the already established Cycling club to hold events. The events could be local, regional or 
international 

 Establish a Hub Hiking Club, one that would hold events on the Hub Trail and fundraise to enhance the 
Hub Trail. 

 Bike to Work Week will become an annual event.  
 Engage school groups and youth groups such as Scouting Canada to provide a twice annual Hub Trail 

cleanup day. In June and September. 
 

Recommendation #11: That the City of Sault Ste. Marie reviews the report prior to construction of all 
road projects, prior to establishing the annual budget for parks and recreation and annually to ensure 
that the report is current to the changing needs of the community. 
 

 
9 “GET IT BUILT”  - TRAIL MAINTENANCE 
 
Trails require human, material and financial resources for maintenance. A low-maintenance trail begins with 
carefully planned design and construction. A well-maintained trail adheres to a maintenance schedule (Appendix C) 
 
9.1 General Maintenance Guidelines 

 
• Vegetation provides scenery and shade for trails, but it also provides a source of leaf and branch debris. During 

trail construction, remove organic matter including grass, leafbed and topsoil to a sufficient depth. This will 
remove seeds and roots and make it difficult for the re-establishment of unwanted plants. 

• Using a geo-fabric and/or a subsurface herbicide would also deter plant growth on or near the trail surface. 
• Using a quality aggregate free of organic material (soil and seeds) to a sufficient depth. 
• Mowing the trailside at sufficient intervals to deter the spread of vegetation onto the trail. 
• In an organic setting, chipping or mulching debris on-site can add to the control of trail side vegetation. 
• Note areas where water ponds and also areas of erosion. Parts of the trail may need to be regraded to prevent the 

pooling of water. Anti-erosion measures may be taken where the constant movement of water has eroded areas 
adjacent to the trail. Water should flow under the trail from side to side, or preferably downhill away from the 
trail. This can be done using pipes, box culverts or French mattresses.  The controlled movement of water 
alongside the trail can be facilitated with aboveground, vegetated swales. These drainage techniques must be 
maintained to keep them from clogging and a cleaning schedule must be performed on a regular basis. 

• Limit the placement of benches, signs, and other built items in areas to be mowed. 
• Concentrate services like trash receptacles and restrooms at trail heads.  
• Information kiosks should be as generic and timeless as possible, unless you plan to keep it up-to-date. 
• Keep a regular presence on the trail so that small issues are resolved before they become larger ones. 
• Monitor routes of the Hub Trail during the shoulder seasons and winter. If volumes of use warrant, consider 

winter snow clearing. 
 
Trail maintenance is largely performed on an ‘as-needed’ basis, and the funds raised to cover maintenance costs 
often run in tandem with the as-needed maintenance tasks. In one report9, the annual maintenance and operation 
costs reported ranged from $500 to $800,000 (US$) for trails of varied length. The average annual cost to operate a 
trail was just under $50,000 (US$). The average trail surveyed was 23 miles (37Km) and had annual maintenance 
and operational costs of just under $1,500 per mile ($2,280 CDN per Km). The report also showed that the use of 
volunteers significantly decreased the cost of maintaining the trail by two-thirds. Trail programs as illustrated in 
previous sections could help defer the costs of maintenance tasks. 
 
A list of maintenance tasks is provided in Appendix D.   

                                                           
9  Rail-Trail Maintenance & Operation, edited by Tim Poole. Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, Northeast Regional 
Office, July 2005. 
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10 “GET IT BUILT” – FUNDING AND PARTNERSHIPS 
 
Implementation Schedule and Costing, Appendix B, show the annual costs for implementation of the Hub Trail over 
five years.  Its implementation will be through the efforts of many stakeholders.  STAC and the City of Sault Ste. 
Marie will remain the leaders in all efforts to accomplish the Vision of this study. This section explores partnerships 
and current funding mechanisms to achieve the goals of the Hub Trail 
 

10.1 Implementation Partners 

10.1.1 City of Sault Ste. Marie 

The City is the acknowledged leader in the effort to realize the construction of the Hub Trail. The foresight 
of the City accomplished the Waterfront Trail for which Sault Ste. Marie has been widely recognized.  This 
report has explained the rationale for pursuing the Hub Trail. It will benefit the City economically, 
environmentally and in citizen health and wellbeing. The City will continue to lead the project, monitoring, 
maintaining and partly funding the Hub Trail.  City Council has committed $100,000 per year to the 
construction of parts of the trail.  The trail will also become part of infrastructure projects such as new road 
construction. Recommendation #5 describes how various departments of the City can contribute to the Hub 
Trail. The City should designate a staff member to oversee implementation of the Hub Trail. 

10.1.2 Sault Trails Advisory Committee (STAC) 

STAC was formed to advise on the preparation of this study. Recommendation #9 suggests that STAC 
should be entrenched in the planning for construction and use of the trail. Each of the STAC members has 
had a role in the review of this report. Its members are varied in experience but common in their desire to 
complete the project.  

10.1.3 Service Clubs 

Service clubs throughout Ontario have assisted trails construction. Trails projects fit the goals and 
objectives of many clubs including: community involvement programs; youth programs; health related 
projects; and environmental projects. Service clubs can provide capital and program assistance.  All trail 
events should have the participation of service clubs. Usually service clubs will take on a fixed project such 
as an element or length of trail.  A service club can also adopt a part of the trail to provide annual 
maintenance. 

10.1.4 Police 

The City’s Police Service staff can identify and then implement improvements in infrastructure, education 
and enforcement programs as suggested in Recommendation #8.  Monitoring of the trail could lead to a 
regular beat for officers on bicycles as in other municipalities. 

10.1.5 Sault Ste. Marie Region Conservation Authority (CA) 

The Hub Trail passes through the Conservation Authority’s Fort Creek Conservation Area.  By virtue of its 
existing trails, the CA becomes a partner in the project.  The CA has participated in the planning project 
and has requested an environmental impact statement for any expansion of the trail through their property. 
The CA has arrangements with the Voyageur Trails Association to allow signing of their trails. A similar 
arrangement can be made with the Hub Trail. 

10.1.6 Schools and Colleges 

This report indicates that the schools are an integral part of the Hub Trail location.  All ages of school 
students use trails.  Trail Planning and Construction Programs can be combined with school projects. 
Schools can adopt trails and help to maintain them.  The Hub Trail can become a venue for the schools to 
have athletic and scholastic activities such as environmental treks and cross country runs.  

10.1.7 Business Community and Corporations 

The business community could be the greatest beneficiary to the construction and use of the Hub Trail.  It 
is that fact that will motivate them to contribute capital and personnel to the implementation. A successful 
Hub Trail will bring desired notoriety to the City of Sault Ste. Marie and consequently to private enterprise 
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within the City.  Businesses located adjacent to the Hub Trail will benefit from greater exposure to their 
products. The Hospital will benefit from the Hub Trail connecting their new site in the north part of the 
city. The Trail will provide an alternative non-motorized route to the hospital and be available for respite 
for ambulatory patients, hospital visitors and staff of the hospital.  Coordinated programs on the Hub Trail 
could result. 

10.1.8 Fitness, Trails and Cycling Associations 

Members of fitness, trails and cycling clubs and associations will use the Hub Trail for organized and 
informal activities.  The Voyageur Trail Association is represented on STAC and, indeed, part of their trail 
is designated as part of the Hub Trail in the Fort Creek Conservation Area District.  Their linkages with 
other trails organizations will be invaluable in the promotion of the Hub Trail to other trails enthusiasts, a 
benefit to tourism for the City. The cycling community will benefit the designation of a route around the 
City and should be called upon to assist with cycling programs. 

 

10.2 Funding Opportunities 

2006 The City has initiated the construction of trails on the Truck Route. Funding has been appropriated 
for the project. STAC has recommended that a competition to design the logo for the Hub Trail be 
implemented.  The marketing of the competition should be tied to marketing for donations to the 
Hub Trail.  The award of the top prize in the competition should be presented at a gala unveiling 
of the first sign erected on the trail, another opportunity to raise funds.  This year should be used to 
apply for funding from senior government programs such as: 

 Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation (NOHFC) 

 Ministry of Public Infrastructure Renewal, www.pir.gov.on.ca 

 Trillium Foundation – accessible through community groups or service clubs, 
trillium@trilliumfoundation.org , www.trilliumfoundation.org.  

 Ontario Tourism Marketing Partnership. By marketing the Hub Trail under the Ontario brand, 
Sault Ste. Marie might reach key tourism markets that it might not otherwise have access to. 
This can translate into further funding opportunities. www.tourismpartners.com.  

 Eco-Action is a federal agency that helps fund environmental projects, 
http://www.ec.gc.ca/ecoaction/ 

2007 Corporations through whose properties the Hub Trail is planned parallel to Queen Street should be 
approached to offer easements free of charge in exchange for recognition on the trail.  The Hub 
Trail will provide them with exposure to a larger user group. The Conservation Authority’s lands 
will be part of the Hub Trail construction. The CA may be able to access the Katimavik program 
to assist with the construction of the trail through Fort Creek. 
http://www.katimavik.org/Katimavik-Community-partners.asp.  During this year, initiate the first 
formal programs to use the Hub Trail for fitness and promotional events.  Sell mileposts to 
corporations, whose logo can be incorporated into milepost construction. 

2008 Third Line is scheduled for reconstruction and expansion west.  The construction of the Hub Trail 
should be part of the construction budget for this infrastructure project.  Shannon Street and South 
Market Street Reconstruction projects should also accommodate the Hub Trail in their 
infrastructure costs. 

Funding of construction of the Hub Trail from Trunk Road to Queen Street should involve 
community groups, schools and programs to which the City applied in 2006 and 2007. Algoma 
College and the public school boards should be approached to cost share in the reconstruction and 
organization of the parking area between Anna McCrae Public School and Algoma College.  Such 
a project would entail meeting Hub Trail construction standards. The school boards Algoma 
District School Board and the Huron Superior Catholic District School Board will be asked for 
easements for the Hub Trail at St. Patrick’s School and East View Public School. 
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2009 The hospital site includes part of the Hub Trail.  Design of the trail through the property should be 
included in the site design.  City staff can check drawings to ensure that the trail is part of the 
plans.  Reconstruction or renovation of Terrance Road and Old Garden River Road should include 
expansion of the shoulders to accommodate the Hub Trail.  In addition to committed funds by the 
City, fundraising activities should continue to meet the $171,000 of planned routes.  Consider 
involving staff of the Call Centre, beside which the Hub Trail will pass.  The Call Centre 
corporation and staff should be approached to “Adopt” the trail from Old Garden River Road to 
Pine Street.  

2010 Ontario Realty Corporation owns lands through which the Hub Trail will pass.  Make 
arrangements for easements across their lands.  Involve Sault College in the program for 
construction and use of the Hub Trail east of and through the College lands. Contact Sault College 
two years in advance of anticipated construction to have them budget for trail construction. This 
section of the Hub Trail is one of the only all new trails to be constructed.  Contact service clubs to 
assist with funding. Clearing trails can be arranged with trails clubs.  Contact the Voyageur Club 
to assist with services in kind.  

Future Projects 

Trails in the Waterfront, Bellevue Park and Queen Street East Districts can serve as the Hub Trail in their 
current condition. It will be the intent of the City to expand the utility of the existing trails and sidewalks to 
accommodate all trail users. As repairs are required to those facilities, the City of Sault Ste. Marie should 
enhance the trails to be wider or be paved with asphalt to accommodate more user groups. 

Corporations and residents of the community who are enthusiastic to realize the construction of the Hub 
Trail remain our greatest sources of funds and services-in-kind. The City of Sault Ste. Marie and STAC are 
the catalysts to maintain that enthusiasm. 





Appendix B -  Implementation Schedule B-1
Implementation Schedule and Costs THE HUB TRAIL March 2006

Year 2006 14.05073.01
SW = 1.5m Conc Sidewalk or 2m asphalt addition

DISTRICT/ROUTE NAME FROM TO
Proposed Trail 

Type Timing Length (m) SW SW PS PS SR SR MU MU Other
length (m) cost @  $75.00/lm length (m)  cost @ $100.00/lm length (m) cost @ $3.00/lm length (m) cost @ $100.00/lm Costs

Waterfront District City Hall Spring Street MU 2006 200 $0.00 $0.00 200 $600.00 $0.00
Elgin Street Canal Drive SW 2006 800 $0.00 $0.00 800 $2,400.00 $0.00
Spring Street Elgin Street SR 2006 850 $0.00 $0.00 850 $2,550.00 $0.00

Queen Street West District Canal Drive SR 2006 300 $0.00 $0.00 300 $900.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane MU 2006 210 $0.00 $0.00 210 $630.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane Fence/Landscape 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
George Lane Queen Street West SR 2006 460 $0.00 $0.00 460 $1,380.00 $0.00

Truck Route District Queen Street Wellington Street MU 2006 1010 $0.00 $0.00 1010 $3,030.00 1010 $101,000.00
Wellington Street Second Line West SW 2006 1250 1250 $93,750.00 $0.00 1250 $3,750.00 $0.00

Fort Creek District Second Line Fort Creek Parking SW 2006 350 $0.00 $0.00 350 $1,050.00 $0.00
Fort Creek Trail Head Trail Head 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Third Line MU 2006 1610 $0.00 $0.00 1610 $4,830.00 $0.00

Third Line East District Fort Creek CA Future Hospital Site MU 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Great Northern Road Intersection Refuge/Median 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Future Hospital Site District Third Line East Terrance Avenue MU 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street Extension District Terrance Avenue Second Line East PS 2006 1100 $0.00 $0.00 1100 $3,300.00 $0.00

Second Line East Call Centre SW 2006 320 $0.00 $0.00 320 $960.00 $0.00
Call Centre Northern Avenue East MU 2006 850 $0.00 $0.00 850 $2,550.00 $0.00

Sault College / Finn Hill District Pine Street Black Road MU 2006 2400 $0.00 $0.00 2400 $7,200.00 $0.00
McNabb / South Market District Black Road /McNabb Street Intersection Improvements 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Black Road   South Market Extension MU 2006 680 $0.00 $0.00 680 $2,040.00 $0.00
Sutton Park District Cambridge Place SR 2006 300 $0.00 $0.00 300 $900.00 $0.00

Cambridge Place School MU 2006 700 $0.00 $0.00 700 $2,100.00 $0.00
School fencing Fence/Landscape 2006 150 $0.00 $0.00 150 $450.00 $0.00
Texas Avenue Shannon Street SR 2006 460 $0.00 $0.00 460 $1,380.00 $0.00

Algoma University College District Bennett Boulevard Shingwauk Street SW 2006 470 $0.00 $0.00 470 $1,410.00 $0.00
Shannon Road Florwin Avenue SW 2006 100 $0.00 $0.00 100 $300.00 $0.00
Florwin Avenue Hugli Street MU 2006 310 $0.00 $0.00 310 $930.00 $0.00
Bollards at Parking Lot Improvements 2006 $0.00
Mark Street Lake Street SR 2006 650 $0.00 $0.00 650 $1,950.00 $0.00
Lake Street / Queen Street East Intersection Improvements 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Bellevue Park District Lake Street   Shore Drive MU 2006 900 $0.00 $0.00 900 $2,700.00 $0.00
Trail Head Trail Head 2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shore Drive SR 2006 200 $0.00 $0.00 200 $600.00 $0.00
Pine Street MU 2006 210 $0.00 $0.00 210 $630.00 $0.00

Queen Street East District Pine Street Simpson Street SW 2006 600 $0.00 $0.00 600 $1,800.00 $0.00
Queen Street Waterfront SR 2006 300 $0.00 $0.00 300 $900.00 $0.00
Waterfront Trail Bush Plane Museum MU 2006 450 $0.00 $0.00 450 $1,350.00 $0.00
Bush Plane Museum Clergue Park MU 2006 650 $0.00 $0.00 650 $1,950.00 $0.00

2006 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
     

Totals 18840 1250 $93,750.00 0 $0.00 18840 $56,520.00 1010 $101,000.00 -$                   
Assumptions metres metres metres metres metres
1.  Prices in 2005 dollars, and do not include taxes
2.  Budget figures reflect basic costs to add the facility only and not additional costs listed in assumption 4 below Total (Year 2006) $251,270.00
3.  Does not include costs for property acquisition or utility relocations
4.  Other major site specific items (bridges, mid block pedestrian activated signal etc.) are not included unless stated.
5.  Current or future EA costs for road construction projects are not included

NOTE:  All unit prices should be confirmed by Community Services and Works Departments to reflect current local market pricing.

SR = Hub Trail Signs or Signed Cycle Route,  PS = Paved Shoulder + Stripe, MU = 3.0m Multi Use Trail



Implementation Schedule and Costs THE HUB TRAIL March 2006

Year 2007 14.05073.01
SW = 1.5m Conc Sidewalk or 2m asphalt addition

DISTRICT/ROUTE NAME FROM TO
Proposed Trail 

Type Timing Length (m) SW SW PS PS SR SR MU MU Other
length (m) cost @  $75.00/lm length (m)  cost @ $100.00/lm length (m) cost @ $3.00/lm length (m) cost @ $100.00/lm Costs

Waterfront District City Hall Spring Street MU 2007 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Elgin Street Canal Drive SW 2007 800 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Spring Street Elgin Street SR 2007 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street West District Canal Drive SR 2007 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane MU 2007 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 210 $21,000.00
Bay Street George Lane Fence/Landscape 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 37,500.00$                
George Lane Queen Street West SR 2007 460 $0.00 $0.00 460 $9,200.00 $0.00

Truck Route District Queen Street Wellington Street MU 2007 1010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Wellington Street Second Line West SW 2007 1250 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Fort Creek District Second Line Fort Creek Parking MU 2007 350 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 350 $35,000.00
Fort Creek Trail Head Trail Head 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 36,130.00$                
Trail Head Third Line MU 2007 1610 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 1610 $161,000.00

Third Line East District Fort Creek CA Future Hospital Site MU 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Great Northern Road Intersection Refuge/Median 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Future Hospital Site District Third Line East Terrance Avenue MU 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street Extension District Terrance Avenue Second Line East PS 2007 1100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Second Line East Call Centre SW 2007 320 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Call Centre Northern Avenue East MU 2007 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Sault College / Finn Hill District Pine Street Black Road MU 2007 2400 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
McNabb / South Market District Black Road /McNabb Street Intersection Improvements 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Black Road   South Market Extension MU 2007 680 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Sutton Park District Cambridge Place SR 2007 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Cambridge Place School MU 2007 700 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
School fencing Fence/Landscape 2007 150 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Texas Avenue Shannon Street SR 2007 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Algoma University College District Bennett Boulevard Shingwauk Street SW 2007 470 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shannon Road Florwin Avenue SW 2007 100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Florwin Avenue Hugli Street MU 2007 310 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bollards at Parking Lot Improvements 2007 $0.00
Mark Street Lake Street SR 2007 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lake Street / Queen Street East Intersection Improvements 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Bellevue Park District Lake Street   Shore Drive MU 2007 900 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Trail Head 2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shore Drive SR 2007 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street MU 2007 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street East District Pine Street Simpson Street SW 2007 600 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Queen Street Waterfront SR 2007 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Waterfront Trail Bush Plane Museum MU 2007 450 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 450 $45,000.00
Bush Plane Museum Clergue Park MU 2007 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 650 $65,000.00

2007 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
     

Totals 18840 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 460 $9,200.00 3270 $327,000.00 73,630.00$       
Assumptions metres metres metres metres metres
1.  Prices in 2005 dollars, and do not include taxes
2.  Budget figures reflect basic costs to add the facility only and not additional costs listed in assumption 4 below Total (Year 2007) $409,830.00
3.  Does not include costs for property acquisition or utility relocations
4.  Other major site specific items (bridges, mid block pedestrian activated signal etc.) are not included unless stated.
5.  Current or future EA costs for road construction projects are not included

NOTE:  All unit prices should be confirmed by Community Services and Works Departments to reflect current local market pricing.

SR = Hub Trail Signs or Signed Cycle Route,  PS = Paved Shoulder + Stripe, MU = 3.0m Multi Use Trail



Implementation Schedule and Costs THE HUB TRAIL March 2006

Year 2008 14.05073.01
SW = 1.5m Conc Sidewalk or 2m asphalt addition

DISTRICT/ROUTE NAME FROM TO
Proposed Trail 

Type Timing Length (m) SW SW PS PS SR SR MU MU Other
length (m) cost @  $75.00/lm length (m)  cost @ $100.00/lm length (m) cost @ $3.00/lm length (m) cost @ $100.00/lm Costs

Waterfront District City Hall Spring Street MU 2008 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Elgin Street Canal Drive SW 2008 800 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Spring Street Elgin Street SR 2008 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street West District Canal Drive SR 2008 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane MU 2008 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane Fence/Landscape 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
George Lane Queen Street West SR 2008 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Truck Route District Queen Street Wellington Street MU 2008 1010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Wellington Street Second Line West SW 2008 1250 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Fort Creek District Second Line Fort Creek Parking SW 2008 350 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Fort Creek Trail Head Trail Head 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Third Line MU 2008 1610 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Third Line East District Fort Creek CA Future Hospital Site MU 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0 $0.00
Great Northern Road Intersection Refuge/Median 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Future Hospital Site District Third Line East Terrance Avenue MU 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street Extension District Terrance Avenue Second Line East PS 2008 1100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Second Line East Call Centre SW 2008 320 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Call Centre Northern Avenue East MU 2008 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Sault College / Finn Hill District Pine Street Black Road MU 2008 2400 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
McNabb / South Market District Black Road /McNabb Street Intersection Improvements 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Black Road   South Market Extension MU 2008 680 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Sutton Park District Cambridge Place SR 2008 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Cambridge Place School MU 2008 700 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 700 $70,000.00
School fencing Fence/Landscape 2008 150 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 22,500.00$                   
Texas Avenue Shannon Street SR 2008 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Algoma University College District Bennett Boulevard Shingwauk Street SW 2008 470 470 $35,250.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shannon Road Florwin Avenue SW 2008 100 100 $7,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Florwin Avenue Hugli Street MU 2008 310 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 310 $31,000.00
Bollards at Parking Lot Improvements 2008 $0.00 45,000.00$                   
Mark Street Lake Street SR 2008 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lake Street / Queen Street East Intersection Improvements 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 60,000.00$                   

Bellevue Park District Lake Street   Shore Drive MU 2008 900 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Trail Head 2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shore Drive SR 2008 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street MU 2008 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street East District Pine Street Simpson Street SW 2008 600 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Queen Street Waterfront SR 2008 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Waterfront Trail Bush Plane Museum MU 2008 450 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bush Plane Museum Clergue Park MU 2008 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

2008 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
     

Totals 18840 570 $42,750.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 1010 $101,000.00 127,500.00$       
Assumptions metres metres metres metres metres
1.  Prices in 2005 dollars, and do not include taxes
2.  Budget figures reflect basic costs to add the facility only and not additional costs listed in assumption 4 below Total (Year 2008) $271,250.00
3.  Does not include costs for property acquisition or utility relocations
4.  Other major site specific items (bridges, mid block pedestrian activated signal etc.) are not included unless stated.
5.  Current or future EA costs for road construction projects are not included

NOTE:  All unit prices should be confirmed by Community Services and Works Departments to reflect current local market pricing.

SR = Hub Trail Signs or Signed Cycle Route,  PS = Paved Shoulder + Stripe, MU = 3.0m Multi Use Trail



Implementation Schedule and Costs THE HUB TRAIL March 2006

Year 2009 14.05073.01
SW = 1.5m Conc Sidewalk or 2m asphalt addition

DISTRICT/ROUTE NAME FROM TO
Proposed Trail 

Type Timing Length (m) SW SW PS PS SR SR MU MU Other
length (m) cost @  $75.00/lm length (m)  cost @ $100.00/lm length (m) cost @ $3.00/lm length (m) cost @ $100.00/lm Costs

Waterfront District City Hall Spring Street MU 2009 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Elgin Street Canal Drive SW 2009 800 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Spring Street Elgin Street SR 2009 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street West District Canal Drive SR 2009 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane MU 2009 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane Fence/Landscape 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 37,500.00$                   
George Lane Queen Street West SR 2009 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Truck Route District Queen Street Wellington Street MU 2009 1010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Wellington Street Second Line West SW 2009 1250 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Fort Creek District Second Line Fort Creek Parking SW 2009 350 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Fort Creek Trail Head Trail Head 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Third Line MU 2009 1610 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Third Line East District Fort Creek CA Future Hospital Site MU 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Great Northern Road Intersection Refuge/Median 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Future Hospital Site District Third Line East Terrance Avenue MU 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street Extension District Terrance Avenue Second Line East PS 2009 1100 $0.00 1100 $110,000.00 $0.00 $0.00

Second Line East Call Centre SW 2009 320 320 $24,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Call Centre Northern Avenue East MU 2009 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Sault College / Finn Hill District Pine Street Black Road MU 2009 2400 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
McNabb / South Market District Black Road /McNabb Street Intersection Improvements 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Black Road   South Market Extension MU 2009 680 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Sutton Park District Cambridge Place SR 2009 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Cambridge Place School MU 2009 700 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
School fencing Fence/Landscape 2009 150 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Texas Avenue Shannon Street SR 2009 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Algoma University College District Bennett Boulevard Shingwauk Street SW 2009 470 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shannon Road Florwin Avenue SW 2009 100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Florwin Avenue Hugli Street MU 2009 310 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bollards at Parking Lot Improvements 2009 $0.00
Mark Street Lake Street SR 2009 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lake Street / Queen Street East Intersection Improvements 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Bellevue Park District Lake Street   Shore Drive MU 2009 900 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Trail Head 2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shore Drive SR 2009 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street MU 2009 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street East District Pine Street Simpson Street SW 2009 600 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Queen Street Waterfront SR 2009 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Waterfront Trail Bush Plane Museum MU 2009 450 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bush Plane Museum Clergue Park MU 2009 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

2009 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
     

Totals 18840 320 $24,000.00 1100 $110,000.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 37,500.00$         
Assumptions metres metres metres metres metres
1.  Prices in 2005 dollars, and do not include taxes
2.  Budget figures reflect basic costs to add the facility only and not additional costs listed in assumption 4 below Total (Year 2009) $171,500.00
3.  Does not include costs for property acquisition or utility relocations
4.  Other major site specific items (bridges, mid block pedestrian activated signal etc.) are not included unless stated.
5.  Current or future EA costs for road construction projects are not included

NOTE:  All unit prices should be confirmed by Community Services and Works Departments to reflect current local market pricing.

SR = Hub Trail Signs or Signed Cycle Route,  PS = Paved Shoulder + Stripe, MU = 3.0m Multi Use Trail



Appendix B - Implementation Schedule B-5

Implementation Schedule and Costs THE HUB TRAIL March 2006

Year 2010 14.05073.01
SW = 1.5m Conc Sidewalk or 2m asphalt addition

DISTRICT/ROUTE NAME FROM TO Proposed Trail Type Timing Length (m) SW SW PS PS SR SR MU MU Other
length (m) cost @  $75.00/lm length (m)  cost @ $100.00/lm length (m) cost @ $3.00/lm length (m) cost @ $100.00/lm Costs

Waterfront District City Hall Spring Street MU 2010 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Elgin Street Canal Drive SW 2010 800 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Spring Street Elgin Street SR 2010 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street West District Canal Drive SR 2010 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane MU 2010 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane Fence/Landscape 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
George Lane Queen Street West SR 2010 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Truck Route District Queen Street Wellington Street MU 2010 1010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Wellington Street Second Line West SW 2010 1250 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Fort Creek District Second Line Fort Creek Parking SW 2010 350 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Fort Creek Trail Head Trail Head 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Third Line MU 2010 1610 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Third Line East District Fort Creek CA Future Hospital Site MU 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Great Northern Road Intersection Refuge/Median 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Future Hospital Site District Third Line East Terrance Avenue MU 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street Extension District Terrance Avenue Second Line East PS 2010 1100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Second Line East Call Centre SW 2010 320 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Call Centre Northern Avenue East MU 2010 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Sault College / Finn Hill District Pine Street Black Road MU 2010 2400 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 2400 $240,000.00
McNabb / South Market District Black Road /McNabb Street Intersection Improvements 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 10,000.00$             

Black Road   South Market Extension MU 2010 680 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 680 $68,000.00
Sutton Park District Cambridge Place SR 2010 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Cambridge Place School MU 2010 700 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
School fencing Fence/Landscape 2010 150 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Texas Avenue Shannon Street SR 2010 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Algoma University College District Bennett Boulevard Shingwauk Street SW 2010 470 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shannon Road Florwin Avenue SW 2010 100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Florwin Avenue Hugli Street MU 2010 310 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bollards at Parking Lot Improvements 2010 $0.00
Mark Street Lake Street SR 2010 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lake Street / Queen Street East Intersection Improvements 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Bellevue Park District Lake Street   Shore Drive MU 2010 900 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Trail Head 2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shore Drive SR 2010 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street MU 2010 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street East District Pine Street Simpson Street SW 2010 600 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Queen Street Waterfront SR 2010 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Waterfront Trail Bush Plane Museum MU 2010 450 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bush Plane Museum Clergue Park MU 2010 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

2010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
     

Totals 18840 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 3080 $308,000.00 10,000.00$     
Assumptions metres metres metres metres metres
1.  Prices in 2005 dollars, and do not include taxes
2.  Budget figures reflect basic costs to add the facility only and not additional costs listed in assumption 4 below Total (Year 2010) $318,000.00
3.  Does not include costs for property acquisition or utility relocations
4.  Other major site specific items (bridges, mid block pedestrian activated signal etc.) are not included unless stated.
5.  Current or future EA costs for road construction projects are not included

NOTE:  All unit prices should be confirmed by Community Services and Works Departments to reflect current local market pricing.

SR = Hub Trail Signs or Signed Cycle Route,  PS = Paved Shoulder + Stripe, MU = 3.0m Multi Use Trail



Implementation Schedule and Costs THE HUB TRAIL March 2006

Special or Post-2010 Construction 14.05073.01
SW = 1.5m Conc Sidewalk or 2m asphalt addition

DISTRICT/ROUTE NAME FROM TO
Proposed Trail 

Type Timing Length (m) SW SW PS PS SR SR MU MU Other
length (m) cost @  $75.00/lm length (m)  cost @ $100.00/lm length (m) cost @ $20.00/lm length (m) cost @ $100.00/lm Costs

Waterfront District City Hall Spring Street MU 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 200 $20,000.00
Elgin Street Canal Drive SW 800 800 $60,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Spring Street Elgin Street SR 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Queen Street West District Canal Drive SR 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane MU 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bay Street George Lane Fence/Landscape $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
George Lane Queen Street West SR 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Truck Route District Queen Street Wellington Street MU 1010 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Wellington Street Second Line West SW 1250 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Fort Creek District Second Line Fort Creek Parking SW 350 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Fort Creek Trail Head Trail Head $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Trail Head Third Line MU 1610 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Third Line East District Fort Creek CA Future Hospital Site MU $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Great Northern Road Intersection Refuge/Median $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Future Hospital Site District Third Line East Terrance Avenue MU $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street Extension District Terrance Avenue Second Line East PS 1100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Second Line East Call Centre SW 320 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Call Centre Northern Avenue East MU 850 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Sault College / Finn Hill District Pine Street Black Road MU 2400 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
McNabb / South Market District Black Road /McNabb Street Intersection Improvements $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Black Road   South Market Extension MU 680 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Sutton Park District Cambridge Place SR 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Cambridge Place School MU 700 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
School fencing Fence/Landscape 150 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Texas Avenue Shannon Street SR 460 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Algoma University College District Bennett Boulevard Shingwauk Street SW 470 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Shannon Road Florwin Avenue SW 100 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Florwin Avenue Hugli Street MU 310 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Bollards at Parking Lot Improvements
Mark Street Lake Street SR 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lake Street / Queen Street East Intersection Improvements $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00

Bellevue Park District Lake Street   Shore Drive MU 900 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 900 $90,000.00
Trail Head Trail Head $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 36,130.00$        
Shore Drive SR 200 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Pine Street MU 210 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 210 $21,000.00

Queen Street East District Pine Street Simpson Street SW 600 600 $45,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Queen Street Waterfront SR 300 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Waterfront Trail Bush Plane Museum MU 450 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 450 $45,000.00
Bush Plane Museum Clergue Park MU 650 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 650 $65,000.00

$0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
     

Totals 18840 1400 $105,000.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 2410 $241,000.00 36,130.00$       
Assumptions metres metres metres metres metres
1.  Prices in 2005 dollars, and do not include taxes
2.  Budget figures reflect basic costs to add the facility only and not additional costs listed in assumption 4 below 2006 Special or Post-2010 $382,130.00
3.  Does not include costs for property acquisition or utility relocations 2007
4.  Other major site specific items (bridges, mid block pedestrian activated signal etc.) are not included unless stated. 2008
5.  Current or future EA costs for road construction projects are not included 2009

2010
NOTE:  All unit prices should be confirmed by Community Services and Works Departments to reflect current local market pricing. other or post 2010

SR = Hub Trail Signs or Signed Cycle Route,  PS = Paved Shoulder + Stripe, MU = 3.0m Multi Use Trail





Appendix D - Maintenance Cost Items D-1

Maintenance Task Incremental Average maintenance cost  Annual cost 
        linear metre of trail for HUB trail
                      / per year ($CDN) (24Km)

2. INSPECTIONS
*Bridges, underpasses and crossings inspection $0.03 720.00
*Patrols by police agency $3.90 93,600.00
3. SURFACES
Resurfacing of trail $0.55 13,200.00
4.DRAINAGE
Clearing of drainage channels and culverts $0.16 3,840.00
Monitor Icing of Trail $0.03 720.00
Installation of culverts $0.04 960.00
5. LANDSCAPE STRUCTURES
Vandalism repair $0.08 1,920.00
Paint/stain/treat structure $0.29 6,960.00
General maintenance of trailheads $0.10 2,400.00
6. STONE WORK
Repair of concrete unit pavers $0.20 4,800.00
7. LITTER AND DEBRIS CONTROL
Keep trailside land clear of trash and debris $0.26 6,240.00
Empty trash cans at trailheads $0.72 17,280.00
8. SIGNAGE
Updating information in informational kiosks $0.08 1,920.00
Repair/ maintenance of signs $0.13 3,120.00
9. SPECIAL FEATURES
Maintenance of gates, bollards and fencing $0.32 7,680.00
Landscaping / Gardening at trailheads $1.04 24,960.00
10. TREES / SHRUBS
Invasive species removal $0.18 4,320.00
*Planting new vegetation $1.04 24,960.00
*Application of herbicides or pesticides $0.30 7,200.00
*Tree pruning $0.18 4,320.00
11. TURF CARE
*Mowing $0.65 15,600.00
12. LIGHTING
Maintenance of lighting $0.09 2,160.00

*Snow removal and De-icing applications $2.78 66,720.00

Trail Maintenance task total 102,480.00 ~
Adjacent jurisdiction task total 213,120.00

HUB Trail Maintenance total / year 315,600.00

Assumptions
1.  Prices in 2004/2005 dollars, and do not include taxes
2.  Refer to Maintenance Calendar for recommended task duration
3.  Budget figures reflect basic maintenance costs and do not include items added to the trail.
4.  Does not include costs for property acquisition or utility relocations
5.  Other major site specific items (bridges, mid block pedestrian activated signal etc.) are 
not included.

NOTE:  All unit prices should be confirmed by Community Services and Works Departments to reflect current 
local market pricing.

REFERENCES: Maintenance budgets for various Trails in, "Rail-Trail Maintenance & Operation" edited by 
Tim Poole. Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, Northeast Regional Office, July 2005.

* Some maintenance tasks will be performed by agencies in control of adjacent properties (i.e. turf mowing 
and planting of trees next to a trail that is adjacent to a park will most likely be performed by parks 
maintenance) 

~ Services-in-kind by individuals and Volunteer groups can help to offset the costs of maintaing a trail as 
much as two-thirds.  




